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In  This  Issue. . . 

"A  Vermont  Diary"  by  Mike  Garofalo! 
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1  58  Strong  A 1 1  ci  Still. 


Growing ! 


The  Society's  Long  Beach  meeting  sets  new  attendance  record, 
80  members  were  present  and  accounted  for! 


Dr.  Bob  Colby  in  action!  His 
message  -  learn  or  else! 


At  the  Society  meeting  in  Long  Beach,  Ray 
gives  a  slide  show  from  his  new  book. 


Dr.  Bob,  Valerie  Olander,  &  Ray  Mercer  start 
a  Society  chorus  line. 
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The  Edltiorlal  L  ine 

by  Ray  Mercer,  Newsletter  Editor,  R-20,  CT 

Here's  To  People  Who  Care... 

This  issue  of  TCT  contains  yet  another  great  "field  trip"  performed  by  Michael  K. 
Garofalo  (LM-23,  NH) !  As  most  of  you  will  recall,  Mike  was  generous  enough  to  share  with 
us  his  experiences  at  Lexington  -  Concord  in  the  last  issue  of  this  newsletter.  To  be 
frank,  your  Editor  cannot  adequately  express  the  thanks  and  appreciation  due  to  this 
enthusiastic  gentleman!  After  all,  Mike's  unselfish  actions  are  what  this  Society  is  all 
about ! 


For  those  of  you  who  may  be  unfamiliar  with  Mike's  part  of  the  world,  it  is  a  400  mile 
round  trip  from  his  home  in  New  Hampshire  to  Burlington,  VT!  If  that  isn't  impressive 
enough  for  you,  his  article  required  THREE  separate  trips  to  Bennington  and  Burlington! 
When  considering  kindness  and  dedication  of  this  caliber,  now  I  know  why  I  regard  our 
Society  as  the  best  numismatic  club  in  the  world! 

Although  there  are  certainly  other  people  who  will  take  the  time  out  to  perform  this 
type  of  research,  the  tedious  labor  involved  usually  encourages  them  to  submit  their 
finished  product  to  a  publication  sporting  a  LARGE  circulation.  Let's  face  it,  most 
ego's  enjoy  the  concept  of  being  in  a  COIN  WORLD  (80,000+  readers),  COINage  (140,000+), 
or  a  NUMISMATIST  (40,000+)  as  opposed  to  a  comparatively  small  publication  like  our  TCT 
(1,100+).  However,  in  this  singular  quest,  I  think  a  very  important  asset  to 
numismatics  on  the  WHOLE  is  lost.  The  small  clubs  are  the  grassroots  of  our  hobby  as 
they  alone  have  the  ability  to  encourage  enthusiasm  on  a  PERSONAL  level! 

True  greatness,  like  quality,  cannot  be  measured  by  mere  numbers  alone.  It  stems  from  an 
unselfish  desire  to  provide  a  helping  hand  where  it  is  needed  most!  TCT,  like  the  rest 
of  our  organization,  is  dedicated  to  the  study  and  enjoyment  of  Commemorat ives .  Although 
we  lack  the  large  fanfare  and  publicity  of  the  major  periodicals,  we  are  here  to  help! 
We  care,  we  try,  and  frankly  -  I  think  we're  doing  one  hell  of  a  job!  You  get  all  of 
this  for  the  meager  sum  of  $15  a  year  and  the  only  thing  missing  are  the  ads  offering 
"Gem  BU"  or  "Choice  BU"  Isabella  quarters  for  $395! 

Although  frequently  dumb,  and  not  to  mention  occasionally  deaf,  your  Editor  is  far  from 
blind.  Over  the  last  three  years,  I  have  seen  extremely  good  articles  on  Commemorat ives 
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printed  in 
written  by 
featured  in 
Let's  face 
distort ing 
articles  had 


the  major  coin  publications  and  in  many  instances  they  have  been 
very  own  members.  Then  two  pages  later,  I  have  seen  the  same  coin 
article  being  offered  in  a  non-related  display  ad  for  25%  of  reality! 


the 

facts,  you  can't  offer  a 
the  truth  somewhere  along 


"GEM  or 
the  line! 


Choice  BU"  Isabella 
It's  really  a  shame 


to  be  presented  to  the  public  in  the  company  of  wolves. 


for  $395  without 
these  outstanding 


All  things  considered,  I  wonder  why  these  authors  didn't  submit  their  articles  to  this 
publication?  Well,  I'm  sure  there  is  always  a  good  reason,  but  the  real  point  behind  my 
ponderings  is  that  we  should  ALL  occasionally  stop  to  lend  our  EDUCATIONAL  BASED  club  a 
helping  hand!  In  the  future,  let's  see  if  we  can  get  just  an  occasional  "scoop"  on  COIN 
WORLD,  COINage,  and  some  of  the  other  major  publications.  Don't  worry,  authors  -  I'm 
sure  they  won't  miss  just  ONE  original  article  and  I  know  your  fellow  Society  members 
will  express  just  as  much  appreciation  in  the  end  -  if  not  more! 


1,100+  Strong  And  STILL  Growing  Strong! 

The  inside  front  cover  of  TCT  reveals  the  evolution  of  our  elusive  dream  into  a  stark 
reality!  I  am  now  happy  to  report  that  not  only  have  we  made  it  to  the  moon,  but  we  now 
even  have  enough  people  to  colonize!  However,  this  great  accomplishment  couldn't  have 
been  done  without  YOUR  wonderful  support!  Thank  you,  people!  Our  Society  is  indeed  a 
source  of  pride  for  us  all! 


Election  Results... 

Included  in  this  issue  are  the  official  results  of  our  election!  Although  it  appears 
your  Editor  easily  defeated  Mr.  Abstain,  I  still  find  the  glowing  results  too  good  to  be 
true.  Therefore,  I  have  made  a  mental  note  to  watch  out  for  exploding  booby  traps  next 
time  I  crack  open  a  PCGS  holder.  After  all,  as  our  V.P.,  Dr.  Bob,  would  say  -  when 
dealing  in  numismatics  you  can  never  be  too  careful! 

All  kidding  aside,  we  have  an  exciting  year  ahead  of  us!  On  behalf  of  all  the  newly 
elected  officers,  I  would  now  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  YOU  for  your 
faith  in  our  COMBINED  ability  to  get  the  job  done!  Democracy  in  action  -  power  to  the 
people!  You  may  rest  assured  we  accept  this  new  challenge  with  pride! 

NEW  BOOK  JUST  RELEASED!  Bert  Webber  has  just  written  a  new 
book  entitled,  THE  OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  HAr.F-non.AR  (1926 
-  1939)  published  by  the  Webb  Research  Group.  Mr.  Webber 
was  kind  enough  to  post  a  copy  along  for  your  Editor's  re¬ 
view  and  I'm  delighted  I  had  the  opportunity!  Mr.  Webber 
has  succeeded  in  creating  a  whimsical  and  informative  his¬ 
tory  of  this  fascinating  subject  -  complete  with  dozens  of 
interesting  illustrations  in  the  form  of  old  news  clippings, 
maps,  photographs,  and  of  course,  pictures  of  the  coins! 

Personally,  I  wish  more  works  based  upon  the  HISTORY  behind 
our  commemorative  coins  would  find  their  way  upon  the  book 
market  as  this  one  is  a  real  delight  to  any  true  collector. 

Measuring  5.5"  x  8.5",  Mr.  Webber's  work  contains  a  total  of 
53  pages.  The  cost  is  only  $5.95  and  all  inquiries  should  be 
mailed  to  the  distributer  -  Pacific  Northwest  Books  Co.,  SAN 
200-5263,  P.0.  Box  314,  Medford,  OR  97501.  I  would  also  like 
to  thank  Lonnie  Cazin  (R-454,  WY)  for  urging  Bert  Webber  to 
send  me  his  latest  release!  After  checking  our  records,  I 
also  see  that  Bert  Webber  isn't  a  Society  member!  Okay, 

Lonnie  -  let's  see  if  we  can't  sign  him  up! 
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This  most  exquisite  commemorative 
coin  eve»  minted  in  the  United  States, 
The  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Half  Dollar, 
memoriafces  the  masses  of  people 
who  traveled  the  trail  to  settle  the  west. 


The 

Oregon  Trail 
Memorial 
Half-Dollar 
(1926-1939) 


WEBB  RESEARCH  GROUP 


* 

a 

A 

A 

A 

* 

* 

A 

* 

* 

A 

* 

* 

* 

* 

A 

* 

* 

* 

* 

A 

* 

* 

* 

* 

A 


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  A  A  A 


Election  Results  (out  of  387  votes  cast)... 

PRESIDENT:  Helen  Carmody  -  336  (86.8%)  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.  -  45  (11.6%)  Abstain  -  6  (1.6%) 

VICE  PRESIDENT:  Bob  Colby  -  131  (33.9%),  Anthony  Swiatek  -  106  (27.4%)  Mike  Fuljenz  -  50  (12.9%) 
Dick  Armstrong  -  37  (9.6%)  Jim  Carr  -  24  (6.2%)  Steele  Eunson  -  16  (4.1%)  Ralph  Langham  -  13  (3.3%) 
Abstain  -  9  (2.3%)  Write-in  -  1  (.3%)* 

SECRETARY:  Jan  Mercer  -  361  (93.3%)  Abstain  -  23  (6.0%)  Write-in  -  3  (.7%)* 

TREASURER:  Jim  Iacovo  -  340  (87.9%)  Abstain  -  39  (10.1%)  Write-in  -  8  (2.0%)* 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  Ray  Mercer  -  367  (94.9%)  Abstain  -  17  (4.4%)  Write-in  -  3  (.7%) 

PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON:  Valerie  Olander  -  340  (87.9%)  Abstain  -  45  (11.6%)  Write-in  -  2  (.5%)* 

PUBLICITY  CHAIRPERSON:  Charlie  Boyd  -  208  (53.7%)  Maurice  Rosen  -  138  (35.7%)  Abstain  -  45  (11.6%) 

Write-in  -  1  (.3%)* 


YN  REPRESENTATIVE:  (a  total  of  13  votes  cast)  Elizabeth  Messick  -  9  (69.2%)  Abstain  -  4  (30.8%) 
REF:  Yes  -  211  (54.5%)  No  -  143  (37%)  Abstain  -  33  (8.5%) 
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WRITE-IN  VOTES  -  *VP-Don  Carmody  *Secretary  -  David  Vogel,  Doug  Jennings,  non-member  treasurer  -  David  Vogel, 
Don  Carmody  (4),  Helen  Carmody,  Tim  LaPointe,  Bob  Colby  *Newsletter  Editor  -  David  Vogel,  non-members  (2) 
*Program  Chairperson  -  David  Vogel 

aVaVate  Mow  X  t  *  s  Time  For  Club  Mews  !  *** 


Unfortunately,  as  most  of  you  undoubtedly  realize,  this  issue  of  TCT  is  a  little  latein 
materializing  in  your  mailbox.  Well,  although  it  did  take  me  a  week  longer  than  usual  to 

gnaw  through  my  straitjacket ,  the  real  reason  behind  the  delay  can  be  traced  to  a  rather 

complex  series  of  events.  These  little  gremlins  took  the  form  of  a  serious  computer 
malfunction,  the  eagerly  awaited  arrival  of  new  hardware,  helping  with  a  major  change  in 
the  format  of  a  commercial  publication,  and  a  move  into  a  new  home!  On  top  of  all  that  - 
thank  goodness  I  didn't  break  my  hands  or  you  might  be  reading  this  edition  in  the 
Spring ! 

However,  life  goes  on  and  this  unexpected  time  lapse  has  created  a  windfall  of  Club  News 
for  your  serious  consideration !  PLEASE  take  the  time  to  read  through  this  important 
section  or  you  may  never  catch  up  with  reality! . . . 

Would  YOU  Like  To  Own  A  Page  In  This  Newsletter?... 

Jan  Mercer,  our  Secretary,  has  come  up  with  a  fun  idea  for  those  of  you  who  would  like  to  give  our  club  a 
useful  holiday  gift!  For  $50  -  YOU  can  "buy  a  page"  in  the  next  issue  (WINTER  1986)  of  TCT.  Unlike  my 
brother-in-law,  here's  how  it  works  -  simply  mail  a  check  to  the  Society  for  $50  and  include  a  note  that 

proclaims,  "I  want  to  buy  a  page!"  In  the  next  issue,  YOUR  name  will  appear  at  the  bottom  of  a  page  -  i.e.  - 

"page  16  -  donated  by  Ray  Mercer,  R-20,  CT"! 

Currently,  to  produce  our  newsletter  with  a  total  of  44  pages,  it  cost  about  $50  per  page  (postage  included). 
Therefore,  your  $50  donation  will  defray  the  cost  of  a  page  in  1,100+  newsletters!  This  is  a  great  way  of 
saying  "thank  you"  to  our  club  during  the  holiday  season!  In  fact,  Jan  and  I  will  start  the  ball  rolling  by 
kicking  in  $100  for  two  pages!  Please  send  your  check  to  Ray  Mercer  -  Editor,  151  Elm  Street,  New  Canaan,  CT 
06840.  See  YOU  in  the  next  TCT! 
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This  Is  The  LAST  Newsletter  You  Will  Receive... 


Caught  your  attention  with  that  one,  didn't  I?  Well,  IF  you  haven't  paid  your  dues  ($15  adult  -  $5  junior), 

this  IS  indeed  your  last  newsletter!  As  much  as  we'd  like  to  -  even  the  Commemorative  Society  can't  give  you  a 

free  ride  in  regards  to  the  expenses  involved  in  the  printing  and  mailing  of  this  publication.  PLEASE  -  if  you 

haven't  done  so  already  -  send  in  your  dues  today!  We  want  to  keep  you  as  a  member  in  good  standing!  Remember 

no  dues  translates  to  no  Society,  no  newsletter,  no  meetings,  no  additional  knowledge,  but  most  important  of 
all  -  no  club  sponsored  fun! 


A  BIG  "Thank  You"  To  Bob  Wilhite  AND  Krause  Publications 
For  Making  Our  Club  Their  1987  Pinup!... 


A  very  special  note  of  appreciation  is  due  Bob  Wilhite 
(R-264,  WI)  and  ALL  the  wonderful  folks  at  NUMISMATIC 
NEWS  for  featuring  our  Society  in  their  1987  COIN 
CALENDAR!  Not  only  is  this  glossy  masterpiece  bursting 
with  colorful  pics  of  beautiful  commemoratives ,  but  it 
also  contains  a  Society  membership  application  form 
for  all  interested  parties! 


Believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that  Krause  publications  is 
for  the  COLLECTOR!  I  know  some  numismatic  periodicals 
would  refuse  to  include  our  membership  blank  on  the 
grounds  that  it  would  constitute  some  form  of  "unpaid 
advertising",  but  Krause  publications  once  again  proves 
that  not  everything  need  be  measured  in  dollars  and 
cents!  With  this  in  mind,  Jim  Iacovo  and  I  have  di¬ 
verted  a  full  page  ad  intended  for  another  publication 
in  favor  of  the  NUMISMATIC  NEWS.  Although  it  is  an  ad  for  our  commercial  newsletter  and  NOT  Society  related,  as 
loyal  members  of  our  club,  it's  our  way  of  saying  to  Krause  Publications  "thanks  for  the  help!" 


TO  ORDER  YOUR  COPY  of  the  1987  Krause  Commemorative  Coin  Calendar  -  make  a  check  out  for  $5.95  to  "Krause 
Publications  -  Coin  Calendar"  and  mail  it  to  "Krause  Publications  Bulk  Calendar  Sales,  700  E.  State  Street, 
lola,  WI  54990."  You  won't  be  sorry!  I  have  a  copy  and  it's  simply  gorgeous!  Liberal  bulk  rates  are  also 
available  to  dealers  as  they  make  a  perfect  gift  and/or  store  item  for  the  holidays. 

Society  Volunteers  At  Milwaukee  ANA... 

We  all  owe  a  big  tip-of-the-hat  to  Robert  Ball,  Jerry  Bobbe,  Lonnie  &  Roger  Cazin,  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  Mike 
Garofalo,  Levan  F.  Hiemke,  Sr.,  Charles  Horning,  Jim  Iacovo,  Brad  Karoleff,  Richard  J.  Kolodziej,  Sonya 
Langham,  Mary  Leeuw,  David  Niemeyer,  Valerie  V.  Olander,  David  Snider,  Michael  J.  Sullivan,  Keith  Williamson, 
and  Donald  G.  Young!  By  manning  the  Society's  booth  a  Club  Midway,  these  generous  members  took  time  out  from 
their  busy  convention  schedules  to  lend  us  all  a  helping  hand!  Thanks,  people  -  there's  no  doubt  about  it  - 
you're  top  shelf! 


Gloria  Peters  -  Society's  Roving  Photographer  -  EXPOSED!... 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Gloria  Peters  (R-1169,  CA)  for  taking  the  time  and  expense  to 
snap  a  series  of  black  &  white  action  shots  during  our  meetings!  Her  expertise  is  not  only  deeply  appreciated, 
but  greatly  contributes  to  the  quality  of  this  newsletter!  I  "shutter"  to  think  what  we  would  do  with  out  her 
talents  as  Gloria  is  always  there  in  a  "flash"  when  things  start  to  "develop"! 

TCT  Award  Winners  -  Bill  Fivaz,  Mike  Garofalo,  and  Joe  Wesp... 

At  our  annual  Society  meeting  held  during  the  August  ANA  Convention  in  Milwaukee,  Bill  (LM-25,  GA),  Mike 
''LM-23,  NH),  and  Joe  (R-110,  NJ)  were  declared  recipients  of  the  Society's  Certificate  of  Recognition  for  their 
outstanding  literary  contributions  to  our  newsletter  for  the  club  year  1985-86!  These  awards  were  based  upon 
Joe  Wesp's  Antietam  -  Gettysburg  trip  in  the  Fall-85  TCT,  Mike  Garofalo's  trip  to  Lexington  -  Concord  in  the 
Summer-86  and  Bill  Fivaz's  trip  to  the  mint  and  numerous  selected  "shorts"  throughout  the  club  year!  Thanks, 


guys  -  you've  helped  to  make  this  a  great  publication! 

A  Thanks  Is  Due  Dennis  Baker  (R-635,  CA)... 

Dennis  is  Editor  of  the  CDN  and  the  newly  created  CERTIFIED  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER.  In  the  September  12th 
edition  of  CCDN,  Dennis  was  kind  enough  to  mention  our  organization's  positive  influence  on  the  marketplace! 
Wow,  I  guess  this  makes  us  a  "certified"  club!  Kind  gestures  like  this  are  not  only  nice,  but  increases  our 
visibility  in  the  numismatic  community!  I  hope  our  other  editor-members  will  take  note  of  Dennis's  thoughtful 
actions  and  continue  to  give  us  a  plug  whenever  they  can! 

Welcome  New  Life  Members  -  Michael  K.  Garofalo  (LM-23,  NH),  Tim  Gabriel  (LM-24,  PA), 

William  F.  Fivaz  (LM-25,  GA),  and  Earl  K.  Johnson  (LM-26,  PA)!... 

I  would  like  you  to  join  me  in  welcoming  these  new  LM's  aboard!  Our  Treasurer,  Jim  Iacovo,  has  already  placed 
all  our  LM  money  into  an  interest  bearing  account  and  assures  us  that  these  funds  will  financially  aid  our  club 
for  many  years  to  come! 


Would  YOU  Like  To  Be  LM-27?... 

As  of  press  time,  LM-27  is  still  up  for  grabs!  Who  will  be  the  NEXT  lucky  LM?  Only  the  post  office  knows  for 
sure,  and  as  usual,  they're  not  talking!  A  lifetime  of  fun  can  be  yours  for  only  $350,  so  send  your  check  to 
Jan  Mercer  -  Secretary,  151  Elm  Street,  New  Canaan,  CT  06840,  today! 

FLASH  -  Membership  Reaches  New  High  -  1,158!... 

Well,  we  did  it!  Not  only  did  we  break  the  1,000  member  mark,  but  charged  on  past  1,100!  Can  1,500  be  far  away? 
At  this  rate  (i.e.  doubling  our  membership  in  one  year!)-,  we  are  probably  the  fastest  growing  numismatic  club 
in  the  world!  WHY?  Truthfully,  I  think  the  answer  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  REALLY  CARE  -  something  not 
everyone  can  boast  of  these  days!  You  can  see  it  in  the  pages  of  this  newsletter,  at  our  meetings,  and  on  the 
faces  of  our  members!  Look  out  world  -  we're  here  to  stay! 

However,  this  miraculous  increase  didn't  transpire  simply  because  somebody  waved  a  magic  wand  or  sacrificed  a 
chicken  to  the  membership  god.  Its  success  was  based  upon  the  HARD  WORK  of  our  recruiters!  With  this  in  mind, 
try  to  sign  up  at  least  one  new  member  today.  More  members  translates  to  more  information  and  fun!  The  larger 
our  membership  -  the  more  we  can  SHARE! 

Top  Recruiters  -  First  Quarter  -  Club  Year  1986-1987!... 

TEN  or  MORE  -  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  (41!),  Dr.  Bob  Colby  (92!!),  Ray  &  Jan  Mercer  (11),  Dan  Rosenthal  (24) 

FIVE  to  NINE:  Mike  Fuljenz  (7),  Chip  Gambino  (5),  Michael  Garofalo  (5),  Ed  Mulhausen  (8), 

TWO  to  FOUR:  Robert  Ball  (2),  Frank  DuVall  (2),  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.  (3),  Steve  Estes  (2),  Tim  Gabriel  (2), 
Lyndon  King,  Jr.  (2),  Valerie  Olander  (3),  David  Snider  (2),  Anthony  Swiatek  (2), 

ONE  member:  Wes  Bakke,  Tom  Best,  Robert  E.  Bodine,  Ruthann  Brettrel,  Jim  Carr,  CDN  Ad  Jonathan  Hefferlin,  Levan 
F.  Hiemke,  Sr.,  David  Niemeyer,  Larry  Rickert,  Stephen  L.  Sanders,  Sheldon  D.  Siegel,  Michael  J.  Sullivan,  Rick 
Turcotte,  Sr.,  Chris  Verheagh, 


A  Special  Thanks  To  Our  TOP  Recruiters... 

This  quarter  I  would  like  to  give  a  SPECIAL  THANKS  to  three  to}>  headhunters  (157  new  members  captured  between 
them!)  -  the  simply  amazing  team  of  HELEN  &  DON  CARMODY  (how  the  blazes  do  they  constantly  find  those  new 
people?),  ROBERT  COLBY  (Dr.  Bob  brings  them  back  alive  via  his  generous  COIN  WORLD  ad!),  and  DAN  ROSENTHAL 
(hard  hitting  Editor  of  the  hard  money  newsletter  -  SILVER  AND  GOLD  REPORT!).  Since  we  are  on  the  subject,  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  Danny  Rosenthal  again  (LM-8,  CA)  for  his  glowing  endorsement  (believe  me,  folks  -  it 
isn't  easy  to  get!)  of  our  club  in  his  prestigious  publication!  Four  very  different  people  all  working  for  the 
SAME  good  cause  -  that's  America  for  you! 


Page 


7 


Qluhuuliut  ^I'sijui-QIenfnuiial  (Eslebrniimt 

1786-1936 

WEEK  BEGINNING  MARCH  22nd 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION: 

Hon.  James  H.  Hammono.  Chairman  QJollirtltlltt ,  ~  QI-j 

Mrs.  Julian  Hennig,  Secretary 

Dr.  L.  b.  Owens.  Treasurer 

Hort  Jeff  B.  Bates 

Mr.  Ames  Haltiwanger 

Mr.  McFie  Anoerson 

Mr.  William  Lyres.  Jr. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Lemon.  Ex-Officio 


TO  COIN  COLLECTORS: 

Through  your  request  for  information  regarding  the  half-dollars 
commemorative  of  Columbia's  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Birthday, 
we  have  learned  of  your  interest  in  coin  collecting.  We  are, 
therefore,  calling  your  attention  to  the  "wooden  nickels” 
which  were  used  as  souvenirs  during  the  Sesqui-Cent ennial  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Columbia's  Founding  as  the  Capital  of  South  Carolina. 
We  have  a  limited  supply  of  these  "wooden  nickels",  which  are  in 
three  denominations — one  nickel,  two  nickels,  and  five  nickels. 
They  are  available  at  face  value,  plus  postage.  An  illustration 
of  each  denomination  is  being  furnished  on  the  inside  of  this 
letter. 

If  you  desire  a  set  of  these,  or  one  or  more  of  any  denomination, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  fill  your  order  upon  receipt  of  it,  together 
with  remittance  for  the  number  you  wish. 

Yours  very  truly, 

COLUMBIA  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 


Jas.  H.  Hammond,  Chairman. 


(Editor's  note:  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  John  W.  Flitter  (R-522,  SC)  for  providing  us 
with  not  only  this  letter,  but  a  whole  storehouse  of  important  documents  recently  uncovered  in  respect  to  the 
Columbia  half  dollar.  As  you  will  see,  his  find  is  truly  amazing!) 
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NATIONAL 

COLLECTORS  LABORATORIES 


Counterfeit  Analysis 


COMM. 


U.S.A. 

REPORT  #8 
1936 

CINCINNATI- 
HALF  DOLLAR 
SILVER 


GRAM 

DIAMETER 

WEIGHT 

DENSITY 

(MM) 

GENUINE 

12.50 

10.33 

+/-.01 

30.6 

COUNTERFEIT 

12.48 

10.22 

30.6 

REMARKS 

A  few  intentional  "bagmarks"  on  both, 
obverse  and  reverse, try  to  help  this 
piece  pass-on  as  genuine.  The  rim  is 
rounded  on  both  sides.  The  reverse's 
inner  circle  is  very  weak  and  fades 
on  occasion.  Correct  silver  content. 


B 


A-Minute  pinholes  are  mainly 
noticeable  above  the  ear 
and  on  the  temple  area  of 
the  head. 


B-The  horizontal  of  H  is 
broken . Pronounced  spike 
under  the  A  of  HALF. 


Close  inspection  will  unveil  a  number  of  thin  file-marks  under  the  letters 
of  the  reverse  legend  The  ones  here  indicated  are  the  most  noticeable. 

This  area  is  the  highest  surface  on  the  die  which  accounts  for  much  repair. 

N.C.L.  wishes  to  thank  ANACS  for  making  this  piece  available  for  report. 


1982  National  Collectors  Laboratories,  P.O.B.  6893,  w.  End  Station,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80939 


Money  Makes  The  World  Go  'Round... 


A  mark,  a  yen,  a  buck,  a  pound  -  it  makes  the  world  go  'round!  You  don't  have  to  be  Boesky's  CPA  to  know  the 
power  of  money  in  today's  world.  Unfortunately,  you  can  be  the  best  cook  around,  but  without  fresh  lettuce  in 
your  burritos  -  you're  still  going  to  end  up  short  changing  the  dinner  guests  every  time! 

Our  club  is  no  different.  We've  got  a  good  publication,  meetings,  and  ideas,  but  they  cost  money  to  run.  With 

this  in  mind,  I  would  like  to  thank  ALL  the  following  people  for  their  touching  generosity.  I  know  I  like  to 

kid  around  a  lot,  but  I'm  dead  serious  when  I  say  that  you  people,  REGARDLESS  OF  THE  AMOUNT,  make  me  feel  like 

I  belong  to  something  very  special.  Here's  the  call  to  glory  honor  roll  for  this  quarter... 

$100+  -  Gus  Argeris,  Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  Dr. Bob  Colby,  Teresa  Darling,  Steve  Estes,  Chip  Gambino,  Sam 

Lopresto,  Ray  &  Jan  Mercer,  Bob  Walter 

$75-99.99  -  Bill  Fivaz,  Mark  Salzberg 

$50-69.99  -  Dr.  Lyndon  King,  Jr., 

$25-49.99  -  Robert  Ball,  John  E.  Dronzek,  Charles  Forno,  Charles  D.  Horning,  Ralph  Langham,  Steve  Pastorius, 
William  H.  Sudbrink 

$1-24.99  -  Lawrence  F.  Abbott,  Leonard  Albrecht,  Michael  J.  Connor,  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.,  Curtis  Fitzgerald, 
John  Flitter,  David  K.S.  Garrett,  Louis  B.  Goodsell,  Brian  Hendelson,  Frank  M.  Johnson,  Brad  Karoleff,  Dr. 
Lyndon  King,  Jr.,  Walter  Milani,  David  Niemeyer,  Portland  Coin  Club,  Inc.,  Gordon  Paul  Owens,  Michael  J. 
Sullivan,  Vernon  L.  Tipka 


Another  Special  Thanks  To  Sam,  Teresa,  and  Gus!... 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  once  again  thank  SAM  LOPRESTO  (R-38,  CA),  TERESA  DARLING  (R-727,  CA), 
and  GUS  ARGERIS  (R-137,  CA)  for  their  CONTINUED  generosity  and  support  of  our  club!  After  these  last  three 
years,  I  know  that  there  is  no  doubt  in  anyone's  mind  that  the  LONG  BEACH  NUMISMATIC  &  PHILATELIC  EXPO  has  gone 
out  of  its  way  to  help  make  our  Society  the  success  it  is  today!  Sam,  Teresa,  and  Gus  -  even  during  our  humble 
beginning  you  people  were  always  there  to  give  us  your  SINCERE  support  -  and  that's  something  this  Editor  will 
never  forget!  Thank  you  for  all  the  publicity,  meeting  rooms,  funds,  rental  equipment,  and  kind  words,  but 
most  important  of  all  -  thanks  for  being  you! 

Harry  Forman  Comes  Through  With  Additional  Info  On  The  Merchants  Bank!... 

In  the  last  issue  of  TCT,  we  pictured  a  leather  coin  holder  from  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Philadelphia. 
In  a  note  to  Helen  Carmody,  well  known  dealer,  Harry  Forman  (R-1149,  PA),  informed  her  that  the  bank  went  out 
of  business  in  1910  (when  Harry  closed  his  account),  so  that  this  is  probably  a  good  indication  the  holder  may 
have  been  used  for  the  Columbian  Half  Dollar!  Thanks,  Harry! 

Try  A  Little  Tenderness... 

Although  99.9%  of  the  time  it's  a  real  pleasure  for  your  officers  to  open  up  their  respective  Society  mailbags, 
every  now  and  then  a  little  inconsideration  sneaks  its  way  into  an  envelope.  In  most  cases,  I  truly  believe 
these  rather  hastily  written  notes  really  do  NOT  express  the  true  feelings  of  the  author!  Personally,  I  think 
many  people  do  not  take  the  time  to  go  back  and  read  their  final  product  -  thus  missing  the  general  "tone"  of 
their  message. 

Therefore,  before  you  dash  off  a  barbed  demand  such  as,  "WHERE  IS  MY  NEWSLETTER  AND/OR  MEMBERSHIP  CARD?  I 
HAVEN'T  RECEIVED  ONE  FOR  MONTHS  (underlined)!  I  DEMAND  A  RESPONSE  IMMEDIATELY!  (triple  underlined)  WHAT'S  WRONG 
WITH  YOU  PEOPLE?  (underlined  in  blood)",  just  sit  back  a  moment,  relax,  and  reflect  on  exactly  who  "YOU  PEOPLE" 
really  are. 

For  the  record,  this  year's  "YOU  PEOPLE"  happen  to  be  eight,  concerned  officers  (i.e.  Helen  Carmody,  Dr.  Bob 
Colby,  Valerie  Olander,  Jim  Iacovo,  Charlie  Boyd,  Elizabeth  Messick,  Jan  Mercer,  and  Ray  Mercer),  1,100+  fine 
members,  and  most  importantly  -  YOU!  Yes,  you  are  indeed  the  infamous  "YOU  PEOPLE"  too!  Granted,  some  of  us  put 
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in  tar  more  time  working  for  the  Society  than  others,  but  we  are  all  still  working  on  the  same  team!  "YOU 
PEOPLE"  are  a  totally  nonprofit  organization.  NONE  of  the  officers  get  paid  to  do  their  work  and  there  are  NO 
PAID  Society  employees  to  help  out  if  things  should  fall  behind.  Like  you,  we  all  work  for  the  Society  during 
our  FREE  TIME  and  we  all  have  the  additional  responsibilities  of  our  private  &  business  lives  to  contend  with. 

Personally,  I  have  never  had  the  honor  of  working  with  a  more  noble  group  of  people  than  the  ones  involved  in 
our  club.  The  people  care,  they  work  their  tail  off,  and  they  try  to  make  things  better  for  ALL  of  us.  Yes, 
occasionally  we  screw-up,  things  are  done  late  or  sometimes  inadvertently  overlooked,  but  99%  of  the  time  we 
come  through  -  especially  for  you!  Therefore,  the  next  time  you  are  about  to  write  us  a  complaint  -  please  do, 
but  just  remember  it  doesn't  pay  to  be  rude!  When  you  stop  to  think  about  it,  all  of  "US  PEOPLE"  really  don't 
deserve  that  kind  of  treatment  -  especially  for  a  big  15  bucks  a  year. 

Why  Not  Join  The  ANA?... 

Inserted  in  this  newsletter  is  an  application  blank  for  joining  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Please 
take  the  time  to  read  it  over  and  discover  what  the  ANA  has  to  offer.  Although  the  ANA  has  quite  a  few  assets 
for  today's  numismatist,  its  10,000  book  -  20,000  periodical  &  catalog  library  is  definitely  high  on  the  list! 
In  fact,  this  important  reading/ research  material  is  loaned  to  members  through  the  mail  without  charge  other 
than  postage!  As  an  added  plus,  THE  NUMISMATIST  (ANA's  monthly  magazine)  is  almost  as  interesting  to  read  as 
TCT!  If  you  aren't  already  a  member,  why  not  fill  out  the  enclosed  application  blank  -  the  Society  will  be 
happy  to  sponsor  you! 


Society  Mail  Bid  Auction  Action... 

Our  last  Society  Mail  Bid  generated  whopping  results!  The  BTW  key  chain  was  won  by  Jeffrey  M.  Issler  (R-335, 
NY)  for  $35,  the  BTW  with  the  Mardi  Gras  envelope  was  captured  by  Gordon  Paul  Owens  (R-350,  OH)  for  $150,  and 
the  PAN-PAC  badge/ribbon  was  hammered  down  to  Dr.  Lyndon  King,  Jr.  (R-84,  SD)  for  $131! 

However,  let's  not  forget  the  generous  souls  who  donated  these  wonderful  lots!  A  special  thanks  is  due  to  BOB 
WALTER  (R-301,  CT)  of  Sam  Sloat  Coins,  Inc.  for  his  gift  of  the  BTW  material  and  HELEN  &  DON  CARM0DY  (R-7&8, 
CA)  for  their  kind  donation  of  the  Pan-Pac  Badge!  Because  of  their  generosity  -  a  grand  total  of  $316  was 
raised  for  our  Society.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Alan  B.  Levi  (R-1161,  CT)  said  that  Bob  Walter  was  originally 
going  to  donate  a  roll  of  the  new  gold  American  Eagles,  but  had  to  withdraw  his  offer  when  he  found  out  they 
weren't  commemoratives !  Oh  well,  those  are  the  breaks!  That's  just  like  the  time  I  had  to  refuse  Don  Carmody's 
donation  of  500  ounces  of  Platinum  as  we  couldn't  figure  out  how  it  was  commemorative  related! 
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If  you  would  like  to  share  your  views,  ideas,  and  thoughts  with  our  membership  at  large, 
PLEASE  feel  to  post  a  note  to  your  keyboard  commander  by  writing  to  Ray  Mercer  -  Editor, 
151  Elm  Street,  New  Canaan,  CT  06840.  I  just  love  getting  mail  as  it  helps  to  brighten 
up  the  occasional  dark  spots  encountered  on  this  orbiting  tear  drop  we  call  earth.  You 
know  what  they  say,  "As  the  grains  of  sand  drop  through  the  hour  glass  -  so  are  the  days 
of  our  lives!"  and  an  occasional  letter  provides  a  welcome  rest  during  my  busy  day! 
This  month's  mail  bag  contains  some  interesting  thoughts,  so  let's  go  to  the  video 
tape ! . . . 

Enthusiasm  Is  Contagious... 

Last  night  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Portland  Coin  Club,  Steve  Estes,  who  is  one  of 
our  members,  and  also  a  local  Portland  dealer,  extolled  the  virtues  of  membership  in 
your  Society.  Previously,  we  had  heard  Jerry  Bobbie  do  the  same. 

However,  last  night,  Steve  Estes  raised  our  passions  to  greater  heights.  (Editor's 
note:  I've  heard  Steve  is  good  at  that!).  Therefore,  we  take  action!  The  club  itself 
wishes  to  become  a  member  of  your  group  and  I,  as  an  individual  do  too.  Enclosed  is  my 
personal  check  for  $30  for  both  memberships. 

When  it  is  convenient,  will  you  let  me  know  whether  past  issues  of  TCT  are  available?  I 
will  appreciate  your  concern  to  this  request. 

Sincerely  yours,  Vernon  L.  Tipka  (R-1003,  OR),  Pres.,  Portland  Coin  Club. 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  on  behalf  of  all  our  members  to  officially 
welcome  Vernon  and  the  Portland  Coin  Club  (R-1004,  OR)  to  our  organization!  It's  a  real  honor  to  have  you 
people  join  our  club!  I  would  also  like  to  thank  Steve  Estes  (R-25,  OR)  for  kindly  taking  the  time  out  to  give 
our  Society  that  extra,  little  "push"  that  we  need  in  so  many  cases.  It's  nice  to  know  there  are  people  like 
Steve  and  Jerry  out  there  working  to  help  make  our  club  a  success!  (continued  on  page  14) 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 


(Courtesy  of 
Helen  &  Don 
Carmody,  R-7&8 
CA.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  to 
note  that  your 
Editor  had  a 
choice  of  two 
of  these  cards 
as  a  XEROX  was 
also  submitted 
by  Eric  Carlson. 
However,  I  used 
the  Carmody 1 s 
as  they  sent  me 
the  actual  card 
for  veloxing. ) 
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There  is  one  Christmas  gift  that  any  man  can  give  to  any  other  and  that  is, 
a  little  more  genuine  and  little  more  kindly  interest  in  his  neighbor’s  troubles, 
whatever  that  neighbor  may  believe  them  to  he.  This  kind  of  gift  has  the 
advantage  that  it  will  he  received  with  just  as  much  gratitude  by  a  rich  man 
from  a  poor  man,  by  a  white  man  from  a  black  man,  as  by  a  poor  man  from  a 
rich  man,  or  a  black  man  from  a  white  man.  Good  will  was  the  first  Christmas 
gift  and  it  ts  still  the  best.  —  BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON 


Booker  T.  Washington  Birthplace  'Memorial 


Rocky  Mount,  Virginia 
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Vernon ,  to  answer  your  questions  about  past  issues  of  TCT,  I  can  only  offer  the  following  insights.  When  we 
tirst  started  our  club,  our  small  membership  and  subsequent  funds  hampered  any  ideas  of  printing  a  significant 
overrun  ot  newsletters.  Until  fairly  recently,  50  or  100  extra  copies  for  recruitment  purposes  (you  have  to 
give  people  something  when  they  join)  was  about  all  we  could  afford/needed.  Starting  with  the  last  two  issues, 
the  overrun  was  raised  to  200,  then  250,  and  now  this  TCT  has  been  printed  with  about  300  extra  copies. 

I  currently  have  about  2  or  3  WINTER- 1985,  3  or  4  SPRING- 1986,  and  about  50  SUMMER- 1986  TCT's  on  hand.  As  far 
as  the  earlier  issues  are  concerned,  I  never  had  an  inventory  as  they  were  mailed  out  of  CA  in  those  days  and 
Helen  &  Don  have  advised  me  they  are  long  since  gone.  Starting  now,  all  back  or  ADDITIONAL  issues  (i.e.  more 
than  the  ONE  copy  your  membership  normally  allows)  will  be  sold  by  the  Society  for  $4  each  on  a  first  come  - 
tirst  serve  basis.  How  did  I  arrive  at  that  price?  Simple  -  $15  divided  by  4  issues  per  year  comes  to  $3.75  - 
plus  25  cents  against  first  class  postage.  Not  only  do  I  think  this  price  is  fair  -  I  think  it's  a  bargain!  As 
far  as  the  earlier  back  issues  are  concerned,  maybe  members  with  an  extra  copy  will  donate  them  for  Society 
auction! 

In  most  instances,  I  sincerely  doubt  if  more  than  200  to  600  copies  of  each  edition  have  survived!  I  have 
already  had  people  offer  me  as  high  as  $20  for  issues  that  are  not  currently  available!  However,  since  these 
offers  were  not  accompanied  by  a  loaded  firearm,  I  refused  to  part  with  my  personal  collection.  Even  your 
Editor  is  allowed  only  one  copy  of  each  newsletter  after  paying  his  dues! 

Loves  Those  Society  Meetings... 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  a  new  member  of  the  Society.  After  over  a  year  of  buying 
everything  from  Morgan  dollars  to  St.  Gaudens  double  eagles,  I  found  it  was  just  not 
enjoyable  to  me.  Finally,  I  found  commemorative  coins.  Here  were  coins  that  were  not 
like  the  others  (coins  being  the  same  except  for  different  dates  and  mint  marks). 
Everyone  was  different  and  each  had  a  history  all  its  own.  I  find  THE  COMMEMORATIVE 
TRAIL  very  educational  as  each  issue  is  a  powerhouse  of  information. 

I  was  also  very  fortunate  at  being  able  to  attend  both  the  GSNA  and  GENA  Society 
meetings  given  by  Anthony  Swiatek.  At  the  GSNA  meeting  he  gave  a  lecture  only  for  2 
hours  as  he  was  unable  to  get  a  projector  screen.  At  the  GENA  Show  he  gave  a  lecture  and 
showed  slides  for  2  hours.  I  think  all  those  who  attended  agree  with  me  that  a  special 
thanks  is  due  him  for  the  time  he  devoted  to  us.  He  could  have  been  at  his  bourse  table 
selling  coins  instead  of  lecturing,  but  he  is  a  special  kind  of  person  devoted  to 
teaching  others. 

Again,  I  would  like  to  say  I  enjoy  being  a  part  of  the  Society  and  look  forward  to  many 
years  of  membership.  I  can  finally  say  I'm  happy  in  what  I  am  now  collecting! 

Sincerely  yours ,  Sheldon  D.  Siegel  (R-987,  NJ). 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Sheldon,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  share  with  us  your  love  and  excitement  with 
commemoratives!  They  are  indeed  a  fascinating  base  for  study,  learning,  and  enjoyment!  Yes,  our  meetings  are 
not  only  a  barrel  of  fun,  but  they  can  also  be  used  as  a  series  of  solid  steps  on  your  journey  towards  true 
understanding.  I  hope  everyone  pays  heed  to  Sheldon's  enthusiasm  and  pays  us  a  visit  next  time  we  set  up  our 
tent  in  your  neighborhood! 


The  Big  Picture... 

Congratulations  on  another  fine  newsletter  and  especially  the  article  on  planchet 
abrasion  by  Bill  Fivaz.  This  subject  is  hard  to  explain  to  a  collector  and  when  I  do  -  I 
think  that  half  of  the  time  the  collector  still  thinks  this  roughness  to  be  bag  marks! 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $125  -  $25  for  the  BIG  PICTURE  -  and  $100  for  the  Society  to  be 
used  where  ever  it  is  needed  most! 

Best  regards,  Steve  Estes  (R-25,  OR) 
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EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Steve,  thanks  for  the  kind  words,  your  purchase  of  our  official  Society  photo,  and  generous 
donation!  One  of  TCT's  prime  objectives  is  to  educate  the  consumer  -  thus  making  life  easier  for  both  the  buyer 
AND  seller!  Bill  Fivaz's  timely  article  on  planchet  abrasion  drew  a  whole  host  of  praise  and  I'm  happy  I  just 
happened  to  be  the  one  who  printed  it!  Frankly,  that's  the  real  BIG  PICTURE  we're  working  on  -  to  make  business 
between  collectors  and  dealers  less  stress  ridden  and  more  fun! 

Hello  Society  Officers... 

I  realize  my  dues  were  due  for  1986/87  around  the  ANA  time  period.  Perhaps  wrongly,  I 
thought  I  would  receive  notice  -  sorry! 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  86/87  dues.  I  hope  I  haven't  inconvenienced  anyone. 

Being  a  small  time  collector  I  do  not  have  any  opportunity  to  travel  around  as  wide  an 
area  as  most,  but  do  thoroughly  enjoy  being  a  member  and  devouring  each  issue  of  TCT. 

Sincerely,  Leonard  J.  Ariagno  (R-722,  MA) 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Len,  first  of  all  there's  no  need  to  apologize  for  not  sending  your  dues  in  on  time!  It's  an 
easy  thing  to  forget  and  if  I  didn't  have  to  write  this  blessed  newsletter  all  the  time  -  I'm  sure  that  on  more 
than  one  occasion  we  would  find  ourselves  sailing  in  the  same  boat!  Around  November  1st,  we  did  send  out 
statements  to  all  those  who  hadn't  paid  their  dues  and  the  response  was  quite  impressive.  Starting  in  July, 
1986,  we  are  going  to  use  our  computer  equipment  to  send  separate  statements  to  all  our  members  reminding  them 
it's  time  to  pay  for  the  new  club  year.  In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  not  only  for  your  dues  payment, 
but  for  your  kind  words  about  our  club! 


Counterfeit  Reports... 


Dear  Dr.  Colby: 

Enclosed  is  the  set  of  Counterfeit  reports  which  you  ordered. 

If  you  wish  to  use  some  of  this  information  in  the  Commemorative  Society's  newsletter, 

no  problem.  Please  do  mention  the  source  (NATIONAL  COLLECTORS  LABORATORIES)  and  the 

address  (P.0.  Box  6893,  West  End  Station,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934).  You  may  mention 
my  name  too,  but  I  will  leave  that  up  to  you,  National  Collectors  Labs  or  Pedro 
Collazo-Oliver  is  fine. 

I  have  not  forgotten  that  you  are  interested  to  know  which  counterfeit  commemoratives 
ANACS  has  photos  of.  We  have  been  very  busy  since  the  seminar  preparing  for  the 

convention.  I  will  get  back  to  you  on  this. 

Best  Regards,  Pedro  Collazo-Oliver 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  That's  our  Dr.  Bob  in  action  again!  Where  do  you  find  V.P.'s  like  that?  The  answer  is  easy  -  in 
our  Society!  In  this  issue  of  TCT  I  have  reproduced  some  of  the  National  Collectors  Labs ' s  reports,  and  because 
of  Bob  Colby's  generosity  -  you  can  look  forward  to  seeing  more  of  them  in  upcoming  issues  of  this  newsletter! 


One  Picture  Is  Worth  A  Thousand  Words... 

I'd  like  to  dedicate  this  letter  to  the  collectors  of  this  new  organization  who  have 
become  today's  collector/ investor . 

As  this  year,  1986,  comes  to  its  end,  my  passion  for  collecting  U.S.  commemorat ives 
from  1892  to  1954  has  increased  many  fold.  I've  read  much  these  last  four  months  as  well 
as  purchased  close  to  ten  new  commemorative  coins  in  1986.  Each  coin  I've  studied  well 
using  the  proper  environment  as  described  in  "How  To  Look  At  A  Coin"  by  Ray  Mercer. 
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I'd  appreciate  receiving  any  copies  of  any  magnified  examples  of  1892-1954  U.S. 
Commemorat ive  coins  like  the  illustrations  in  the  WINTER-85,  &  SPRING-86  TCT  by  Steve 
Szenay  (R-807 ,  Ml)  or  in  the  Spring-86  by  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-25,  GA).  The  illustrations  of 
magnified  pictures  of  U.S.  Commemorat ive  coins  obv.  &  rev.  are  worth  a  thousand  words 
represent  that  knowledge  needed  by  collectors  in  today's  collector/ investor 

marketplace  environment. 

To  me  now,  who  isn't  able  to  handle  many  coins  on  a  daily  basis,  a  picture  or 
illustrations  of  a  particular  U.S.  commemorative  coin  is  worth  1,000  words.  This  is  a 
superb  way  to  educate  one's  self.  Upon  inspecting  my  MS-64  Pan-Pac  half  with  a  lOx  loop, 
also  discovered  the  identical  representation  of  both  the  raised  die  polishing  marks  in 
the  surrounding  areas  of  the  S  mint  mark  as  well  as  the  "worm-like"  raised  mark  hanging 
down  from  the  second  "I"  in  the  word  "PACIFIC."  These  new  distinctions  for  me  were 
uncovered  by  reading  the  article  by  Bill  Fivaz  in  the  SPRING-86  TCT. 

Thank  you,  Bill  Fivaz,  for  making  these  distinctions  for  this  very  passionate  U.S. 
Commemorat ive  Collector! 

Robert  J.  Fleishman,  Jr.  (R-611,  PA) 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Robert,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  out  to  share  your  love  of  these  fascinating  coins!  I  know 
both  Bill  Fivaz  and  Steve  Szenay  (incidentally,  although  he  doesn't  know  it  yet  -  Steve  is  up  for  a  TCT  award 
this  year  -  whoops  -  I  just  blew  that  surprise!)  are  delighted  that  their  articles  have  provided  you  with  so 
much  fun  and  chance  for  study!  I  wish  more  people  would  follow  your  lead  and  drop  us  a  note  expressing  their 
appreciation  for  our  members'  articles.  After  all,  they're  the  life  blood  of  this  publication!  As  far  as  your 
passion  for  more  detailed  photographs  is  concerned,  you  need  look  no  further  than  the  pages  of  this  newsletter! 
Steve  has  been  kind  enough  to  provide  your  Editor  with  yet  another  one  of  his  fascinating  articles! 


Above,  is  a  XEROX  of  the  Cleveland  Expo  Admission  ticket  of  1937.  It's  printed  in  bright  red  &  blue  colors  and 
this  one  still  has  its  stub  attached!  A  real  salute  to  Art  Deco!  Courtesy  of  Eric  Carlson  (R-154,  MA). 


???????????????????????????????????????? 
?  ? 

?  Missing  Persons  Department  -  Do  You  Know  Where  These  Members  Are?  ? 

?  ? 

We  Need  Their  Current  Address  As  All  Mail  Has  Been  Returned  Unknown!  ? 

?  ? 

Bryan  Abbott  (Kirkland,  WA),  Tom  Paine  (Brighton,  MA),  Lou  Strnad  (ANA,  ? 

?  Colorado  Springs,  CO),  Michael  Freiman  (American  Numis.  Investments,  Bay  ? 
Harbor  Is.,  FL),  John  P.  Barron  (Minneapolis,  MN),  Bob,  Doreen,  &  Joshua  ? 
Lloyd  (Huntsville,  AL).  If  you  know  where  they  are,  please  drop  us  a  line!  ? 

?  ? 
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THE  PRESIDENTIAL  DEPARTMENT 


*** 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody,  President,  R-7,  CA 

First,  I'd  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  you  who  voted  for  me  in  this 
year's  election.  It  is  indeed  an  honor  to  serve  as  the  Society's  1986-87  President.  Since 
talcing  office,  I  have  been  very  much  impressed  with  the  enthusiastic  support  and  creative 
energies  of  the  other  officers.  I  feel  that  we  are  truly  fortunate  to  have  genuine  co¬ 
operation  and  true  teamwork  at  every  level. 


This  is  usually  the  time  of  the  year  when  most  newsletter  writers  are  thinking  about  either  their  evaluation  of 
the  year's  activities  in  the  marketplace  or  their  "crystal-ball"  surveys  as  to  what  the  future  twelve  months 
hold  for  numismatics.  In  a  similar  vein,  we  as  Society  members  can  be  extremely  proud  of  our  accomplishments 
during  1985-86.  Our  ranks  have  grown  to  1,000+  members  through  all  your  recruitment  efforts.  Membership  in  our 
organization  and  our  newsletter,  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  have  been  widely  praised  as  "the  best  buy  in 
numismatics,!"  In  fact,  to  that  effect  an  ad  was  even  placed  by  an  anonymous  individual  in  the  classified 
section  of  a  numismatic  publication! 

Our  goal  of  educating  and  entertaining  our  members  was  further  realized  by  the  expansion  of  TCT.  Without 
addition  of  any  advertising,  investment/commercial  "hype,"  or  misleading  market  promotions  -  this  was  effected 
through  the  articles  submitted  by  our  members.  Those  authors  are  to  be  commended  for  their  unselfish  efforts 
to  share  their  knowledge  and  experiences  with  the  entire  membership. 

Our  slide  presentations,  panel  discussions,  and  other  programs  held  in  conjunction  with  most  major  and  regional 
coin  shows  throughout  the  country  have  been  very  well  received.  We  owe  a  great  deal  of  appreciation  to  the 
individuals  who  participated  in  these  activities.  When  you  are  given  the  opportunity,  please  try  to  attend  our 
meetings.  Not  only  will  you  discover  how  much  we  have  grown  over  the  last  three  years,  but  I  know  you  will  also 
find  it  a  very  informative  experience! 

Now  for  our  "crystal-ball"  gazing  for  the  coming  year.  I  cannot  stress  too  emphatically  a  statement  I've  made 
many  times  before:  "EVERY  MEMBER,  SIGN  A  MEMBER!"  We  must  all  maintain  our  efforts  to  ensure  that  the  Society 
flourishes  through  continuing  recruitment.  We've  progressed  from  a  handful  of  interested  collectors  and  dealers 
in  1983  to  our  present  number,  and  we  should  all  start  this  new  Society  year  with  the  resolution  to  sign  at 
least  one  new  member. 

Moreover,  under  the  unequaled  talents  and  capabilities  of  our  Newsletter  Editor,  Ray  Mercer,  and  our  Secretary 
(and  "Assistant  to  the  Newsletter  Editor"),  Jan  Mercer,  TCT  will,  I  know,  continue  to  be  a  publication  in  which 
we  may  all  take  pride.  The  members'  articles,  which  Ray  and  Jan  compile,  are  the  nucleus  of  our  newsletter.  I 
know  there  are  more  members,  such  as  Bill  Fivaz,  Mike  Garofalo,  and  Joe  Wesp  (to  name  just  a  few),  who  will 
honor  TCT  by  submitting  their  best  efforts.  I  realize  our  nonprofit  organization  can  t  afford  to  pay  its 
writers  as  other  publications  do,  but  if  the  article  relates  to  commems,  what  better  "showplace"  will  it 
receive  than  to  be  read  by  1,100+  serious  commemorative  enthusiasts? 

Furthermore,  even  this  early  in  the  Society  year,  our  program  schedule  looks  exciting;  and  our  Program 
Chairperson,  Valerie  Olander,  has  fresh,  creative  ideas  to  pique  the  varied  interests  of  all  our  members. 

Before  I  close,  I'd  also  like  to  thank  all  of  last  year's  officers  --  without  the  strides  you  made,  the  other 
officers  and  I  wouldn't  have  had  such  a  strong  foundation  on  which  to  work. 


I  hope  you  all  share  my  optimism  over  the  potential  of  the  coming  year.  We've  so  much  more  to  accomplish,  and 
with  your  continuing  support,  I  know  it  can  be  done.  I'd  like  to  request  that  each  and  every  member,  who  has 
any  ideas  pertaining  to  a  specific  area  of  the  Society's  activities,  write  to  the  officer  whose 
responsibilities  concern  that  area.  Let  us  hear  your  suggestions,  proposals,  thoughts,  and  yes,  even 
criticisms.  I  realize  no  organization  is  ever  perfect,  but  let's  all  work  together  to  make  the  Society  For  U. 
S.  Commemorative  Coins  the  most  nearly  perfect  entity  it  can  possibly  be. 
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1. Here's  an  invitation  to  the  opening  exercises  of  the  Womans'  Building  of  the  Columbian  Expo  -  May  1st,  1893. 
As  you  can  plainly  see,  the  Board  Of  Lady  Managers  didn't  skimp  on  the  size  of  their  steel  plate  engravings!  I 
wonder  if  everybody  received  a  free  Isabella  quarter?  Courtesy  of  your  Editor.) 
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From  The  Office  Of  The  V  .  F*  . 


>V  >’<  5'f 


by  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  Vice  President,  R-94,  NY 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  of  you  and  feel  honored  that  you  have  chosen  me  to  be 
your  Vice  President!  However,  this  office  should  be  a  WORKING  position,  so  I  would  now 
like  to  get  right  down  to  business... 

We  Need  An  INCREASE  In  Our  Membership  Rolls!... 


As  you  know,  one  of  the  VP's  jobs  is  to  help  with  membership  recruitments!  There  is  no  one  prouder  than  I 
about  our  recent,  impressive  gains  in  membership...  But  I'm  sorry,  1,100  members  is  NOT  enough  IF  we  are  to 
reach  out  to  those  who  really  need  help  the  most  -  collectors/investors!  HOW  do  we  get  more  members?  There  is 
never  one  approach  that  is  ideal  or  one  that  may  turn  out  to  be  the  best.  Nevertheless,  I  do  have  a  suggestion 
that  has  worked  for  me. 


Last  summer,  I  personally  wanted  to  help  with  our  membership  rolls.  We've  got  the  BEST  club  around  and  it's  a 
SHAME  more  consumers  don't  know  about  us.  Like  many  of  you,  at  every  show  and  club  meeting  I  attended,  I  talked 
up  the  Society,  but  I  was  able  to  get  through  to  only  so  many  people!  Finally,  I  decided  to  dig  into  my  own 
pocket  and  pay  for  an  ad,  and  with  the  artistic  help  of  Jan  Mercer,  I  placed  a  1/3  page  ad  for  the  Society  in 
COIN  WORLD.  I  am  now  happy  to  announce  that  this  has  resulted  in  almost  100  new  members  -  most  of  them 
collectors!  Since  I  have  just  tested  the  waters,  here's  my  latest  idea... 

I  Need  Support  For  A  New  Project  -  No  Dealers  Allowed! 

The  dealers  active  in  our  club  have  worked  very  hard  and  so  far  have  signed  up  most  of  our  members!  I  love  them 
for  that,  but  what  does  that  say  about  us  -  the  collectors?  NOW  it's  time  for  us  to  show  we  CARE  about  helping 
ourselves!!  If  you  can  possibly  afford  it  and  are  a  col lector/ investor  just  like  me  -  I  would  like  you  to  do 
three  things... 

1.  Write  the  Society  a  check  for  $35. 

2.  Get  a  "passport  type"  BLACK  &  WHITE  photograph  of  yourself  and  write  your  occupation  on  the  back  of  it. 

3.  Send  both  of  these  things  to  Jan  Mercer,  c/o  Pennyweights,  151  Elm  Street,  New  Canaan,  CT  06840 


What  Will  This  Prove? 

I  would  like  to  put  together  a  display  ad  for  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  showing  the  numismatic  community  how  wonderful  it 
is  to  be  a  member  of  our  club  and  show  them  how  united  we  COLLECTORS  can  be  for  a  WORTHWHILE  cause!  There  will 
be  no  dealers  allowed  in  this  ad  -  this  will  be  OUR  own  special  project!  The  ad's  headline  will  say,  "WHAT  DO 
ALL  THESE  PEOPLE  HAVE  IN  COMMON?"  and  it  will  show  all  the  photographs  with  a  caption  underneath  each  one  like, 
"Joe  Jones  -  Plumber,  Jack  Jones  -  M.D.,  Jill  Jones  -  Office  Worker."  The  answer  to  the  question  will  be 
something  like,  "They  are  all  members  of  the  Commemorative  Society  and  have  paid  for  this  ad  to  help  YOU 
discover  TRUE  VALUE  of  fun  and  education!  Join  the  Commemorative  Society!"  Of  course,  the  finalized  ad  copy 
will  read  better  than  this,  but  I  wanted  to  give  you  the  basic  idea. 

Why  do  I  personally  push  the  Society?  I  have  been  murdered  by  the  insincerity  that  exists  in  different  aspects 
of  numismatics.  You  can  call  it  bad  dealers,  overgraders,  overpriced  coins,  greed,  lack  of  truth,  ignorance, 
dishonesty...  or  call  it  by  any  name  you  want.  I  have  been  murdered  in  my  pocketbook.  I  have  been  murdered  by 
people  who  really  don't  care  about  the  retail  consumer.  I  have  been  told,  "play  the  game  or  get  out."  I've 
heard  these  words  from  some  of  the  top  people  in  numismatics.  I  hate  the  words,  "play  the  game." 

Finally,  along  comes  the  Commemorative  Society!  Just  look  at  the  people  associated  with  the  Society!  It  is  full 
of  some  of  the  most  honest,  dedicated,  talented,  educated  people  in  numismatics...  and  their  most  important 
goals  are  education,  knowledge,  having  fun,  and  trying  to  put  the  consumer  on  a  par  equal  to  the  level  of 
knowledge  possessed  by  the  dealer. 
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I’he  more  ot  YOU  who  send  in  your  $35  and  photo  -  the  bigger  the  ad  can  be!  Just  think  of  it!  Consumers  helping 
onsumers!  You  people  elected  me,  but  I  can't  do  the  job  without  YOUR  help!  PLEASE  send  in  your  photo/check  and 
join  me  today!  I  will  make  up  the  dollar  difference  for  the  ad  if  not  enough  of  you  respond,  but  at  least  we 
have  to  TRY  to  make  the  world  of  numismatics  a  better  place!  This  is  just  a  SMALL  idea  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  it  we  can  just  get  enough  collectors  to  band  together!  The  more  members  in  our  club  -  the  stronger 
and  more  useful  we  can  be!  If  enough  of  us  get  together  -  we  can  truly  move  mountains!  Just  look  at  what  we 
have  already  done! 

Sincerely,  Bob  Colby. 


>y  The  Program  Caird  VcaVVc 

by  Valerie  V.  Olander,  Program  Chairperson,  LM-10,  MN. 

■>'<  5'<  *  Schedule  Of  Future  Meetings  >’<  *  * 

DALLAS,  TX  -  Dallas  Coin  &  Stamp  Expo,  Saturday,  DEC  13th,  1986  -  This  meeting  is  still  not  completely 

approved.  As  with  all  pending  meetings  -  see  my  comments  after  this  list! 

ORLANDO,  FL  -  F.U.N.  Convention,  Saturday,  9:00AM,  JAN  10th,  1987  -  We  are  waiting  for  approval  of  the  exact 
room.  Guest  speaker.  Bill  Fivaz,  will  present  one  of  his  enormously  popular  slide  presentations! 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  -  Quality  Coin  Show  -  in  the  "Wicker  Room",  Saturday,  JAN  23rd,  1987.  Commemorative  COLLECTOR, 

Tom  Best,  will  be  our  featured  speaker! 

LONG  BEACH,  CA  -  Long  Beach  Numismatic  &  Philatelic  Expo.,  Saturday,  FEB.  14th,  9:00AM.  Californian,  Ed 

Mulhausen,  will  speak  on  circulated  commemoratives  in  an  exciting  look  at  commemoratives  from  a  different  angle 
-  PLUS  -  a  surprise,  color  slide  show  featuring  gem  examples  called,  "Name  that  Commemorative!" 

CHARLOTTE,  NC  -  ANA  9th  Midwinter  Convention,  more  on  this  exciting  presentation  closer  to  show  time! 

A  New  Way  To  Inform  You  Of  Meetings  In  YOUR  Area! 

Starting  with  our  last  meeting  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo,  I  have  been  working  closely  with  Jan  &  Ray  Mercer  to  not 
only  spread  the  word  of  our  meetings,  but  to  help  increase  attendance!  As  an  experiment,  I  had  Jan  &  Ray  Mercer 
send  a  separate  flyer  to  all  California  members  informing  them  of  our  Long  Beach  Expo  meeting.  The  results  were 
amazing  and  over  80  people  attended  Ray  Mercer's  slide  show  on  his  new  book,  A  BUYER'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  GRADING  & 
MINTING  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  -  VOLUME  ONE! 

Seeing  that  this  is  a  new  attendance  record,  we  followed  up  our  success  with  another  flyer  to  our  members  in 

the  Southeast  for  our  meeting  at  the  Peach  State  Coin  Convention  and  guess  what?  Another  attendance  record  was 

broken!  Although  we  have  comparatively  few  members  in  the  Atlanta,  GA  area  as  compared  to  California  -  24 
Society  members  were  in  enthusiastic  attendance  to  hear  Bob  Colby,  Bill  Fivaz,  and  Bob  Ball  speak!  With  this  in 
mind . .  . 


In  The  Future  -  You  Will  Receive  A  Flyer  For  Each  Meeting  In  Your  Area! 

Our  new  club  year  is  off  and  running,  and  it  promises  to  be  a  very  exciting  year.  As  the  programs  for  this  year 
are  falling  into  place,  I  am  thrilled  at  the  response  from  our  membership.  We  will  hear  a  lot  of  NEW  voices  at 
our  meetings  and  a  lot  of  them  belong  to  COLLECTORS!  After  all,  that's  what  this  club's  all  about!  I  am  still 
waiting  to  hear  from  those  of  you  who  have  not  yet  contacted  me.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  EACH  of  our  members! 
Let  me  know. . . 

1.  Your  special  interest  or  expertise. 


2.  If  you  would  be  willing  to  speak. 


3.  How  far  you  would  be  able  to  travel. 


4.  Any  shows  you  are  planning  to  attend! 

You  can  contact  me  either  through  the  Society  or  directly  at  -  Valerie  Olander,  P.0. 
55435.  I  am  looking  forward  from  hearing  from  you! 

Until  next  time,  HAPPY  COLLECTING!  -  Valerie  V.  Olander. 

VcaVsV  Y  .  N  .  Scoreboard 

by  Beth  Messick,  Y.N.  Representative,  J-16,  CA 


Box  35313,  Mpls . , 


MN 


Hi!  I'm  Beth  Messick,  your  Y.N.  Representative.  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mrs.  Carmody  have  asked  me  to  write  a  quarterly 
Y.N.  column.  I've  been  trying  to  come  up  with  some  ideas  for  a  page  that  will  be  of  interest  to  juniors.  Since 
this  column  is  just  for  you,  I  would  like  to  get  your  ideas  on  just  what  it  should  contain.  Please  write  to  me 
in  care  of  this  magazine  (Ray  Mercer  -  Editor,  151  Elm  Street,  New  Canaan,  CT  06840)  with  your  ideas! 

How  about  a  crossword  puzzle  contest?  The  words  could  be  answers  to  questions  taken  from  articles  in  THE 
COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL.  After  doing  the  puzzle  you  could  clip  it  and  send  it  in  to  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL.  First 
correct  puzzle  in  -  wins  a  prize!  Maybe  one  of  our  dealers  could  donate  a  prize  and  maybe  we  could  get  Mr. 
Mercer  to  make  up  the  puzzle. 

Also,  how  about  some  short  articles  by  YN's?  Mr.  Michael  V.  Sullivan  (JA-5,  IL)  has  offered  to  give  18  back 
issues  of  THE  NUMISMATIST  to  who  ever  writes  the  best  article  on  "Why  is  numismatic  literature  important?"  The 
article  should  be  300  words  or  less.  Send  it  along  to:  Ray  Mercer  -  Editor,  151  Elm  Street,  New  Canaan,  CT 
06840.  Mr.  Mercer  will  be  the  judge  and  will  print  your  article  in  a  later  issue. 

I'll  try  to  put  together  some  of  your  ideas  for  the  YN  page  in  the  Winter  issue. 

I'd  like  to  end  by  congratulating  David  Massey  (J-23,  GA)  on  being  named  as  the  ANA's  outstanding  young 
numismatist  at  the  ANA  Convention  this  past  summer! 

Yours  truly,  Beth  Messick. 

Editor's  note:  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  personally  welcome  Beth  and  her  new  column  to  the  pages 
of  this  newsletter!  She  obviously  has  some  great  ideas,  but  it  is  now  up  to  YOU,  the  Society's  YN's,  to  give 
her  some  SOLID  SUPPORT.  As  with  all  things  in  life,  success  is  what  YOU  make  it!  You  wanted  your  own  department 
-  now  you  got  it!  I  dare  say  your  Editor  is  happy  to  print  virtually  ANY  point  of  view  -  so  give  Beth  and  your 
fellow  YN's  a  helping  hand  by  sending  in  an  article.  Not  only  will  you  have  fun  writing  it,  but  you'll  have  a 
chance  to  share  your  opinions  with  others.  Remember  what  Dr.  Who  says,  "There  is  nothing  more  noble  as  getting 
people  to  think!" 

By  the  way,  I  like  Beth's  essay  contest  so  much  -  I  think  I'll  run  one  of  my  own!  Here  it  goes  -  "Why  are 
commercial  newsletters  so  important?"  Your  article  should  contain  5  words  or  less  and  the  winner  will  save 
about  $60  a  year  for  life. 


The  Publicity  Board  Room  VcVoV 


by  Charlie  Boyd,  Publicity  Chairman,  LM-19,  AL. 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Sorry,  as  of  the  announced  deadline,  no  information  was  submitted.) 
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>roNt  MOUNTAIN  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION 

AX)  Sv'uth«ro  Building 

WASHINGTON.  D  C. 


The  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  Coin,  minted  by 
the  United  States  Government  as  a  tribute  to  the 
valor  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  South  brings  you  a 
Christmas  Greeting,  as  the  emblem  of  peace  and  good¬ 
will  between  the  people  of  North  and  the  South. 

Compliments  of 

Address  . . . 


WITH 

Christmas  (Greetings 


The  Stone  Mt.  Christmas  card  (with  mailing  envelope)  depicts  the  "Gigantic  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  Frieze"  and 
its  sculptor,  Augustus  Lukeman.  A  paper  flap  drops  to  reveal  the  coin!  Courtesy  Helen/Don  Carmody  (R-7&8,  CA). 

Articles  From  The  Membership ! 


TAKE  NOTE  -  this  month's  TCT  contains  some  of  the  most  impressive,  ORIGINAL  articles  that  it  has  ever  been  my 
pleasure  to  receive!!!  Jumping  keyboards!  -  since  officially  taking  this  job  in  January,  1985  -  your  Editor  has 
never  had  this  type  of  membership  response!  I  can  only  say  -  KEEP  UP  THE  GOOD  WORK! 


Whenever  humanly  possible,  I  will  ALWAYS  give  the  COLLECTOR 
time  since  I've  been  in  business  as  Editor,  we  have  received 
in  mind,  if  you  don't  see  your  article  in  this  TCT  -  you  may 
-  let's  go  to  the  video  tape... 


priority  in  this  newsletter!  However,  for  the  first 
more  articles  than  our  44  pages  allows!  With  this 
rest  assured  it  will  appear  in  the  next  issue!  Now 


A  Vermont  Diary 

by  Michael  K.  Garofalo,  LM-23,  NH 


It  was  a  sunny  and  warm  day  as  I  left  New  Hampshire  driving  west  across  the  state  and  through  the  beautiful 
state  of  Vermont.  It  started  off  like  any  other  day  but  something  unusual  was  about  to  happen.  I  was  to  meet  a 

man  whose  ancestors  shaped  the  history  and  events  that  I  came  to  write  about.  It  all  began  this  way . 

About  one  and  one-half  hours  after  leaving  my  home,  I 


drove  through  the  little  village  of  Wilmington,  Vermont. 
Wilmington  is  a  sleepy  little  hamlet  where  not  very  much 
happens.  As  I  drove  through  on  my  way  to  Bennington, 

I  noticed  an  old  man  in  front  of  a  little  antique  shop. 

He  was  sitting  on  the  steps  out  front  and  even  though  I 
had  miles  to  travel,  I  was  compelled  to  stop.  The  sign 
over  the  door  read  "Amos  Prescott,  Proprietor".  I  was 
inexplicably  intrigued  by  all  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
relics  that  were  lying  in  his  window  in  the  warm  sun¬ 
shine. 

I  inquired  if  he  was  the  owner  of  the  shop  and  told  him 
that  I  was  looking  for  information  or  relics  relating  to 
the  Battle  of  Bennington  and  the  Sesqui-centennial  cele¬ 
brations  for  it.  He  looked  at  me  strangely  and  told  me 
that  he  could  give  me  information  that  no  one  else  had 
ever  seen!  Real  first-hand  reports  of  the  battle  and  the 
celebration.  He  was  really  giving  me  200  years  of  Vermont 
history!  I  pleaded  with  him  to  give  me  this  information 
at  whatever  the  cost! 

Mr.  Prescott  reached  under  the  counter  and  retrieved  a 
small  wooden  chest.  With  fingers  trembling  with  age  he 
managed  to  unlock  this  ancient  relic.  I  peered  over  the 
counter  into  the  chest  and  saw  what  appeared  to  be  3  or 
4  small  leather  bound  books.  Each  one  had  been  carefully 
preserved  for  many,  many  years.  Mr.  Prescott  looked  at 
me  and  said  that  he  had  a  tale  to  reveal  to  me.  The 
first  volume  that  he  removed  was  labelled  "Diary  of 
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Ebenezei  Irescott  1/51-1832".  This  book  was  the  diary  of  his  great-great-great-great-grandfather,  who  coinci¬ 
dentally  was  born  in  the  same  year  as  Ira  Allen,  1751. 

: ra  Allen,  whose  face  appears  on  the  obverse  of  the  Vermont  commemorative  half  dollar,  was  born  on  April  21st 
ot  that  year  in  the  town  of  Cornwall,  Connecticut.  He  married  the  fair  Jerusha  Enos  in  1764  and  they  had  three 
children.  Ira  was  the  younger  brother  of  Ethan  Allen.  Ethan  was  a  broad,  tough  man  who  well  knew  his  way  around 
the  forest  and  mountains.  Ira  was  the  younger  brother  who  became  the  statesman  rather  than  a  soldier.  While 
Ethan  led  his  Green  Mountain  Boys,  Ira  led  Vermont  in  its  struggle  to  join  the  colonies. 

Benning  Wentworth,  royal  governor  of  New  Hampshire  from  1741  till  1775,  flexed  his  power  when  the  Green 
Mountain  lands  were  in  dispute  between  the  settlers  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire.  He  decreed  the  boundary 
between  the  states,  naturally  favoring  New  Hampshire  and  he  made  land  grants  of  nearly  all  of  what  is  now 
Vermont.  The  royal  governor  of  New  York,  George  Clinton,  claimed  land  for  his  loyal  New  York  subjects  as  far 
east  as  the  Connecticut  River.  Ira  and  Ethan  originally  organized  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  to  drive  off  the  land 
claimers  for  New  York.  When  the  Revolutionary  War  began,  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  stopped  fighting  the  "Yorkers" 
and  started  fighting  the  British.  Under  Ethan's  leadership  they  captured  Fort  Ticonderoga  on  May  10,  1775. 
Buoyed  by  that  success,  Allen  urged  that  an  expedition  be  made  to  capture  Canada.  Seth  Warner  from  New 
Hampshire,  Allen's  cousin,  was  chosen  to  lead  this  expedition.  In  a  rash  move  to  recapture  his  leadership 
position,  Ethan  tried  to  capture  the  city  of  Montreal  before  the  rest  of  his  army  had  arrived.  He  failed,  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  British  and  not  released  until  1778,  after  Vermont  independence  had  been  declared. 

Meanwhile,  Ira  Allen  was  busy  helping  the  "Reluctant  Republic"  to  become  an  American  colony.  Ira  did  not  play  a 
part  in  the  all-important  Battle  of  Bennington,  but  the  author  of  the  diary,  Ebenezer  Prescott,  was  with 
Colonel  Seth  Warner  and  the  Green  Mountain  Boys.  He  described  his  part  in  the  battle  as  follows... 

We  had  heard  that  old  King  George  had  allowed  General  John  Burgoyne  to  devise  a  plan  to  subdue  us  rebellious 
colonists.  Burgoyne  was  to  conquer  and  hold  the  Lake  Champ lain-Hudson  River  line  from  Canada  to  New  York  City. 
This  would  effectively  cut  our  strength  and  resources  in  two.  As  we  heard  it,  Burgoyne  was  to  move  south  from 
Canada  with  his  army  to  Albany.  Colonel  Barry  St.  Leger  was  coming  in  from  the  west  at  us  through  the  Mohawk 
Valley  and  Lord  Howe  would  move  north  from  New  York  City  to  Albany. 

Well,  by  June  of  '77,  old  Burgoyne  had  captured  Fort  Ticonderoga  and  gave  our  retreating  forces  a  bitter  defeat 
at  Hubbardton  (VT).  However,  all  of  the  British  supplies  were  coming  south  from  Canada,  by  barge.  Burgoyne  was 
so  confident  that  he  could  beat  us  rebels  that  he  even  allowed  his  men  to  bring  along  their  families  which 
further  strained  his  supplies.  The  farther  that  he  advanced,  the  longer  and  thinner  his  supply  line  became. 

Even  the  best  laid  plans  can  fall  apart,  as  Lord  Howe  never  started  up  the  Hudson  River,  because  he  was 
defeated  by  General  Washington  while  trying  to  take  Philadelphia.  Colonel  St.  Leger  was  stopped  by  our  forces 
at  Fort  Stanwix  and  he  retreated  to  Canada,  leaving  Burgoyne  to  face  us  alone. 

At  the  end  of  July,  Burgoyne  was  perilously  close  to  Albany  but  fortunately  his  supply  line  stalled  his 
efforts.  It  took  his  supply  train  5  weeks  to  transport  a  4  week  supply.  Out  of  desperation,  Burgoyne  took  a 
calculated  risk.  He  learned  from  some  Tories  that  we  had  great  stores  of  food,  ammunition,  arms,  horses  and 
wagons  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  a  scant  30  miles  southeast  of  his  present  position.  If  he  could  capture  those 
stores,  he  could  cut  his  supply  line  from  Canada  and  easily  take  Albany. 

Burgoyne  sent  1,000  men  and  2  cannon  to  Bennington,  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Colonel  Friedrich  von  Baum.  Baum 
commanded  these  forces  with  the  assistance  of  2  English  officers,  as  he  spoke  no  English.  As  a  precaution, 
Burgoyne  sent  a  second  column  behind  Baum's. 

Initially,  the  defense  of  Bennington  was  comprised  of  3  New  Hampshire  militia  regiments,  some  Berkshire 
(Western  Massachusetts)  militia  and  the  local  Vermont  militia,  about  2000  men  overall,  commanded  by  General 

John  Stark. 

On  August  14th,  Stark  was  advised  that  enemy  units  were  approaching  and  he  called  out  the  militia.  They  moved 
away  from  Bennington  to  engage  the  enemy.  They  finally  met  in  Walloomac,  New  York.  Brief  skirmishes  ensued  but 
no  major  fighting  as  both  sides  awaited  reinforcements.  On  August  15th,  no  reinforcements  had  arrived  for  the 
British  or  for  us.  It  rained  very  hard  all  day  and  night.  Just  after  midnight  on  the  16th,  the  last  of  the 
Berkshire  units  arrived  and  all  was  set  for  an  American  attack  at  dawn. 


Dawn  came  quickly  and  Stark  ordered  a  portion  of  his  men  to  quietly  work  their  way  behind  the  British.  He  then 
marched  the  remainder  of  our  forces  around  and  around  a  small  nearby  hill  top.  This  confused  the  British  into 
thinking  the  reinforcements  had  arrived  and  it  distracted  his  attention  from  the  encircling  force. 

Baum  had  carelessly  chosen  his  position  but  he  assumed  that  any  position  would  be  feasible  as  he  expected  to  do 
the  attacking,  rather  than  be  attacked.  Baum's  forces  were  widely  spaced  and  not  ready  to  defend  themselves. 

When  our  boys  had  circled  in  behind  them  British,  we  all  attacked  simultaneously.  The  British  were  sorely 
unprepared  for  this  onslaught.  Only  a  small  handful  of  Baum's  men  and  all  of  his  Indian  scouts  escaped.  Baum 

himself  fell  mortally  wounded.  Just  when  our  boys  were  rounding  up  the  last  of  the  British  prisoners,  the 

second  British  column  arrived  at  the  scene. 

This  column  stood  and  fought  as  all  European  armies  did  at  that  time  -  in  close  order  and  in  the  open.  We  would 
have  none  of  that  and  we  fought  as  we  had  done  so  in  all  prior  engagements-  from  behind  rocks  and  trees  and  any 

other  shelter.  The  British  cannon  wreaked  havoc  with  our  boys  and  sent  a  good  many  of  them  to  meet  their  maker. 

As  all  seemed  to  be  lost,  our  beloved  Colonel  Seth  Warner  arrived  on  the  scene  with  us,  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys,  and  we  were  eager  to  show  our  stuff.  I  like  to  think  that  because  of  our  arrival,  we  allowed  more  of  our 

men  to  arrive  from  the  original  battlefield  and  our  numbers  had  swelled  greatly. 

As  darkness  arrived,  the  exhausted  British,  low  on  food  and  ammunition,  broke  ranks  and  fled  west.  We  pursued 
them  until  we  could  go  no  further.  The  battle  was  over.  Burgoyne  had  lost  4  out  of  every  5  men  that  he  sent  to 
Bennington.  We  were  tired  and  hungry  but  in  the  best  spirits  imaginable.  All  I  could  think  of  was  going  to  the 
Catamount  Tavern,  just  north  of  Bennington,  and  toasting  our  good  success  and  good  fortune.  The  Tavern  was  run 
by  Stephen  Fay  and  his  two  sons  -  Jonas  and  Joseph.  It  was  fine  sight  to  see  after  this  battle,  a  square 
unpainted  building  on  top  on  a  little  hill  north  of  town.  In  front  of  the  tavern  was  a  20  foot  pole  on  a  raised 
platform.  Atop  the  pole  was  a  stuffed  Catamount,  hence  the  name  of  the  tavern. 

After  the  War  and  Vermont  independence,  I  went  back  to  my  little  printer's  shop  in  the  village  of  Wilmington 

Common.  The  last  battles  I  fought  were  with  my  competitors  and  my  wife. 

As  Amos  and  I  flipped  through  the  remaining  pages  of  this  first  volume,  a  final 
entry  was  recorded  on  January  30,  1814.  It  read  that  Ira  Allen,  the  founder  of 
Vermont  had  died  on  the  15th  of  January,  1814  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  penniless 
at  the  time  of  his  death  and  his  estate  was  valued  at  $70.00.  In  fact,  he  was 
buried  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Free  Quakers  Burial  Lot,  without  even  a 
tombstone  to  mark  his  final  resting  place.  Tis  a  sad  day  for  the  state  of  Ver¬ 
mont!  Ebenezer  died  several  years  later  at  the  age  of  71,  in  1822. 

I  looked  up  at  Amos  who  had  a  tear  in  his  eye.  He  said  to  me  that  we  would  go 
forward  to  volume  5,  that  of  Amos'  father,  Thomas  Prescott.  The  volume  was  en¬ 
titled  "Diary  of  Thomas  Prescott  1883-1946".  All  of  the  Prescott  family  men 
chronicled  their  family  lives  and  the  important  historical  aspects  of  Vermont 
history.  Amos  searched  through  this  volume  for  the  years  beginning  with  1925, 
as  the  sesquicentennial  was  approaching.  However,  he  found  one  interesting  note 
in  August  of  1891,  when  his  father  was  a  boy  of  8  years.  The  Battle  of  Benning¬ 
ton  Monument  was  dedicated  on  the  very  spot  those  stores  of  Revolutionary  War 
ammunition  and  food  were  held.  Very  little  other  information  was  given. 

The  year  was  1925.  World  War  I  was  over,  Germany  was  rebuilding  and  the  Depres¬ 
sion  had  not  yet  arrived.  An  entry  in  Thomas'  diary  was  that  Senators  Dale  and 
Greene  (R  -  VT)  had  proposed  a  commemorative  half  dollar  and  gold  one  dollar 
coins  bill,  as  part  of  the  3  Coin  Act  of  February  24,  1925.  All  throughout  1925 
and  1926  stamp  and  coin  bills  were  sought  by  the  Sesquicentennial  Commission 
and  others.  Finally  the  69th  Congress  approved  a  bill  for  a  half  dollar  coin. 

Mr.  Sherry  Fry  was  selected  by  the  Vermont  Sesquicentennial  Commission.  He 
chose  as  his  subject  matter  an  unflattering  portrait  of  Ira  Allen,  modelled  af¬ 
ter  his  statue  of  Allen  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Vermont.  The  reverse 
depicted  the  306  foot  obelisk,  the  Battle  of  Bennington  Monument.  President 
Calvin  Coolidge,  a  Vermonter,  greatly  admired  the  monument  and  planned  to  par- 
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ticipate  in  the  Battle  Day  Celebrations. 


When  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  received  the  preliminary  sketches  depicting  these  subject  matters,  they  wrote  to 
Mr.  John  Spargo,  chairman  of  the  Vermont  Sesquicentennial  Committee,  expressing  their  displeasure.  The  bust  of 
Ira  Allen  was  deemed  appropriate  but  the  obelisk  was  not.  Mr.  Fry  would  not  let  his  artistic  principles  be 
compromised  and  refused  to  change  his  reverse  subject.  With  that,  the  Vermont  Committee  had  no  alternative  but 
to  select  another  artist,  who  could  placate  the  Fine  Arts  Commission.  Mr.  Charles  Keck  was  chosen  and  he 
immediately  went  to  work.  He  designed  a  coin  that  used  a  Profile  Portrait  of  Ira  Allen  and  a  reverse  depicting 
bay's  Tavern,  the  meeting  place  for  the  Green  Mountain  Boys.  The  obverse  was  quickly  accepted  and  the  reverse 
was  quickly  rejected.  The  Fine  Arts  Commission  was  set  against  an  architectural  design  on  the  reverse  of  this 
coin  and  it  suggested  some  suitable  alternative  -  an  actual  Catamount.  Mr.  Keck  resubmitted  3  reverse  designs  - 
2  catamounts  and  1  depicting  flags  and  trophies  of  war.  The  Commission  made  their  selection  and  the  deed  was 
finally  done. 

We  searched  Thomas  Prescott's  diary  for  entries  during  1927.  He  related  that  in  November  of  1926  Miss  Virginia 
Tanner  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts  prepared  a  historical  pageant  that  was  to  be  at  the  forefront  of  the 
entertainment  for  the  4  days  of  celebration  beginning  Saturday  August  13th  and  ending  on  Tuesday  August  16th. 
These  eight  months  of  planning  and  preparation  were  going  to  net  her  the  sum  of  $4,000.00.  The  total  cost  of 
the  plays,  props,  salaries  and  expenses  for  the  pageant  was  $14,000.00.  The  expenditure  of  this  large  sum 
created  a  minor  furor  amongst  the  folks  living  in  Bennington. 

Thomas  Prescott  continued....  The  beginning  of  the  celebration  was  at  hand.  On  Saturday,  Governor  John  E.  Weeks 

reviewed  the  172nd  Infantry.  The  weather  was  unseasonably  cold,  but  nevertheless  6,000  people  attended  Miss 

Tanner's  Historical  Pageant.  The  pageant  included  11,000  cast  members  including  300  soldiers.  I  had  the 

distinct  honor  and  privilege  of  marching  in  a  review  of  Ancestors  of  the  Gallant  Men  who  Fought  at  Bennington. 

I  was  never  so  proud  nor  was  my  son,  Amos,  who  marched  right  along  side  me.  What  a  glorious  day  for  the 
Prescott  family  and  all  of  Vermont! 

The  next  day,  Sunday  the  14th,  religious  observances  were  largely  attended.  The  172nd  Infantry  marched  to  the 
Battle  of  Bennington  Monument  grounds  and  placed  a  wreath  in  honor  of  Seth  Warner  and  his  men  in  front  of  his 
statue.  Many  proud  New  Hampshire  residents  travelled  to  Bennington  for  just  this  occasion.  On  Monday,  a  total  of 

7  historic  markers  were  placed  at  various  locations  by  the  Daughters  of  the  A- 
merican  Revolution.  Replicas  of  the  Bennington  battle  flags  were  presented.  The 
awarding  of  the  silver  Sesquicentennial  medals  to  the  governor  and  other  digni¬ 
taries  came  next.  I  broke  away  from  the  festivities  to  run  down  to  the  County 
National  Bank  on  Main  Street  to  purchase  10  of  the  brand  new  Vermont  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars.  They  look  so  beautiful,  all  bright  &  shiny,  in  their  little 
cardboard  holders.  In  the  evening  a  candlelight  procession  began  at  the  town 
hall  and  wound  its  way  up  to  the  monument  grounds,  all  the  way  the  participants 

sang  patriotic  songs. 

At  sunrise  on  Tuesday,  I  put  Sarah  (his  wife)  and  Amos  in  the  Packard  and  we 
drove  the  12  miles  to  Walloomsac,  New  York.  It  was  here  where  the  battle  was 
actually  fought.  At  10:00AM  the  exercises  took  place.  Governor  Al  Smith  of  New 
York  attended,  but  President  Calvin  Coolidge  sent  his  regrets.  At  that  time  he 
was  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  and  would  not  be  available  until  the  end  of  Au¬ 
gust  to  visit  Vermont.  It's  a  real  shame  that  Vermont's  favorite  son  had  to  be 
elsewhere  on  this  auspicious  occasion.  Governor  Smith  was  escorted  by  the  105th 
Infantry  of  the  New  York  National  Guard.  In  my  opinion,  these  New  Yorkers  seem 
to  feel  slighted  that  Vermont  is  getting  a  coin  and  New  York  doesn't  have  one. 
At  2PM  we  returned  for  the  final  dedications  and  tributes.  The  Bennington  paper 
reported  that  over  100,000  people  took  part  in  the  celebration  over  the  last  4 
days.  Bennington  will  never  be  the  same!  When  he  had  finished  reading  this 
chapter,  Amos  placed  the  book  on  the  counter  and  looked  at  me.  He  asked  me  if  I 
had  gathered  enough  information.  He  told  me  he  was  tired  and  that  he  needed  to 
rest.  I  thanked  him  and  told  him  that  because  of  his  kindness  and  the  gallantry 
of  the  Prescott  family,  I  had  quite  a  story  to  write.  After  leaving  him,  all  I 
could  think  about  was  Ebenezer  and  Ira,  Thomas  and  Calvin  and,  of  course,  Amos. 
To  the  Prescott  family  and  all  who  keep  history  alive  this  story  is  dedicated. 


_ BROOKLYN  DAILY  EAGLE.  NEW  YORK, 

Commemorative  Half  Dollars  Handed  to  Committee 


.  • 

Staff  Photos, 

The  Long  Inland  Tercentenary 
half  thill  am  arrive  in  Brooklyn. 
The  situation  at  a  glance.  Flank 
Crowell,  business  manager  of 
'2  he  Lugte,  shown  above  exantin. 
mg  the  shipment,  M&  wm  the 
first  Brooklynite  to  receive  one 
of  the  new  coins  and  will  tits, 
tribute  400  at  The  Eagle  office. 
Right ,  Louis  €.  Wills ,  chairman 
of  the  Long  Island  Tercentenary 
€®mtnittee<>  examines  the  new 
money  as  John  W.  Smith,  sec, 
rotary,  looks  over  his  shoulder. 


Top ,  right ,  a  police  guard  di *. 
plays  a  hand  truck  laden  with  part 
of  the  Tercentenary  coin  issue  he- 
f  fore  It  is  taken  into  the  vaults  of 
|  the  National  City  Bank  at  181 
Montague  St,  There  were  HH},~ 
000  coins  in  all  in  the  shipment. 
Cmitm ,  above,  is  a  reproduction 
of  hath  sides  of  the  coins. 


Here's  a  page  of  history  out  of  the  BROOKLYN 
DAILY  EAGLE  (unfortunately,  it  no  longer 
graces  our  newsstands)!  Although  the  date  is 
missing  from  this  clipping,  it  provides  us 
with  an  interesting  insight  into  the  local 
pride  involved  with  our  commemoratives .  If  I 
didn't  know  better,  the  smile  on  the  guard's 
face  might  suggest  some  samples  were  taken! 
Also  note  the  incorrect  caption!  Courtesy 


of  your  Editor. 


i  Tercentenary 
I  Coins  Sent  to 


|  Distribution  Is  Started 
|  With  25,000  Shipped 
to  Nassau  and  Suffolk 

I 

More  than  5,00(1  Individual  pack¬ 
ages,  containing  a  total  of  10,000 
coins,  will  be  sent  by  registered  mail 
today  as  the  first  of  the  Long  Island 
Tercentenary  commemorative  half- 
dollars  start  the  last  leg  of  their 
journey  from  the  Government  mint 
to  subscribers  in  nil  parts  of  the 
city. 

In  addition,  25,00(1  of  the  new 
coins  will  be  shipped  to  Queens, 
;where  their  sale  will  aid  In  paying 
lor  the  Tercentenary  celebration  put 
on  by  the  Queens  County  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Committee,  Suffolk  County's 
share  of  the  new  money,  10,000 
I  coins,  and  Nassau  County’s  allot- 
I  men,  15,000,  went  out  by  American 
I  Express  yesterday  from  the  vaults 
of  the  National  City  Bank  on  Mon¬ 
tague  SI.*  it  was  announced  by  John 
W.  Smith,  secretary  of  the  Long 
I  Island  Tercentenary  Committee, 


I  Wills  Receives  Shipment 

The  new  half-dollars  arrived  from 
the  Philadelphia  mint  yesterday. 

S  One  hundred  thousand  of  them  were 
I  brought  by  armored  truck  from  the 
:  mint'  and'  lodged  in  the  National 
l  City  Bank  in  care  of  DeWfit  A.  For- 
I  ward,  vice  president  of  the  bank 
i  for  Long  Island  and  treasurer  of  the 
|  Tercentenary  committee.  At  the 
|  bank  to  receive  them  was  Louis  C. 

;  Wills,  chairman  of  the  Tercentenary 
i  committee,  and  Mr,  Smith. 

!  Of  the  total  of  100,000,  each  see- 
|  tkm  is  awarded  a  certain  percentage 
i  according  to  its  population,  leaving 
f  approximately  50,900  to  be  distrib- 
;  uted  In  Brooklyn  after  the  other 
|  counties  have  obtained  their  allot  - 
Intents.  Of  Brooklyn’s  50,900,  Mr. 

;  Smith  said  that  19,000  had  been  sold 
j  and  31,000  remained  to  be  sold  at 

:  the  fixed  price  of  $i  apiece.  They 
may  be  obtained,  he  announced,  at 
|  The  Eagle  office  on  Johnson  St.,  at 
j  the  Tercentenary  committee  fcreas- 
|  orer’s  office  and  at  banks  and  de- 
:  panment  stores  in  strategic  locals.* 
I  ties  throughout  Brooklyn, 
j  Subscriptions  for  the  new  coins 
i  have  come  from  all  over  the  world, 
spokesmen  for  the  committee  said, 
I  and  arrangements  will  be  made  very 
!  soon  to  present  the  first  coin  struck 
at  the  mint  to  President  Roosevelt 
I  and  the  second  to  Governor  Lehman, 
The  first  man  to  receive  one  of 
[the  new  half-dollars  yesterday  was 
I  Frank  Crowell,  business  manager  of 
I  Till  Ragle,  who  took  400  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  by  The  Eagle. 
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Captain  Gook/Hawaiian  Half  Dollar  Research 

by  Gloria  E.  Peters,  R-1169,  CA 


RE:  Material  found  in  The  Numismatist  which  was  either  omitted  or  in  error  in  Anthony  Swiatek/Walter  Breen's 
THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  UNITED  STATES  SILVER  &  GOLD  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  1892-1954. 

The  Captain  Cook  Sesquicentennial  commission,  of  whom  Mr.  Bruce  Cartwright  was  a  member,  sent  the  proposed 
design  for  the  Captain  Cook  commemorative  coin  to  the  mint  authorities  in  1928.  The  proposed  designs  drawn  by 
Miss  Juliette  May  Frazer,  a  well  known  Honolulu  artist,  pictured  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  coin.  The 
symbolism  of  the  design  depicted  reverse,  "a  Hawaiian  warrior  chief  in  full  regalia  gaining  the  summit  of  a 
hill.  This  represents  Hawaii  arising  from  obscurity.  The  chief  holds  out  his  right  hand  in  welcome.  Behind  him 
is  a  coconut  tree,  denoting  romance.  In  the  distance  is  a  Hawaiian  village  of  grass  huts,  nestled  along 
Waikiki,  at  the  foot  of  Diamond  Hill,  denoting  history  and  antiquity."  (1.) 

The  eight  triangular  shaped  devices  located  along  the  bottom  rim  on  the  obverse  appear  to  be  symbols 
representing  the  "eight,  principle  high,  inhabited  islands  of  the  Hawaiian  chain  Niihau  (73  miles),  Kauai 
(547),  Oahu  (598),  Molokai  (261),  Lanai  (139),  Maui  (728),  Kahoolawe  (44),  and  Hawaii  (4,016)". (2) .  The 
original  writings  of  Mr.  Bruce  Cartwright  do  not  discuss  the  symbolism  of  the  triangular  shaped  devices, 
however,  a  medal  issued  in  1960  depicts  the  islands  on  its  obverse  and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  the  eight 
main  islands  would  be  represented  in  some  form  on  the  islands  first  and  most  important  coin  in  seeking 
recognition  -  the  Captain  Cook  commemorative  coin. (2,  10) 

The  United  States  mint  awarded  the  contract  for  preparing  the  dies  to  Mr.  Chester  Beach,  a  noted  sculptor.  Mr. 
Beach  took  artistic  license  to  make  several  changes  on  the  original  design,  some  of  which  enhanced  the  design. 
One  change  was  soundly  rejected  as  Mr.  Beach  depicted  a  shark's  tooth  anklet  on  the  warrior  which  pertained  to 
a  dancer,  not  a  warrior(3).  Some  minor  field  changes  were  accepted.  On  the  obverse  the  words  "Half  Dollar"  were 
substituted  for  the  dates  "1778-1928".  After  the  word  "Capt."  an  ornament  in  the  shaped  of  an  arrow  through  a 
six-pointed  star  was  added.  On  the  reverse,  the  dates  "1778-1928"  were  substituted  for  the  words  "Hawaiian  Half 
Dollar"  and  the  motto  "E  Pluribus  Unum"  and  a  plant  was  added  in  the  lower  left  field. 

The  lettering  throughout  was  more  ornamental  than  on  previous  issues  of  commemorative  coins.  The  omission  of 
the  word  "Hawaiian"  from  the  coin  makes  it  advisable  for  collectors  to  refer  to  it  as  the  "Captain  Cook  Half 
Dollar",  rather  than  the  "Hawaiian  Half  Dollar"(4).  The  addition  of  the  "wave"  type  devices,  obverse,  was  an 
additional  enhancement  to  the  original  design.  Perhaps  the  most  notable  changes  made  by  Mr.  Beach  were  on  the 
portrait  itself.  The  original  portrait  of  Capt.  Cook  was  taken  from  a  Wedgewood  medallion  owned  by  Mr.  Bruce 
Cartwright.  Published  research  has  stated  Mr.  Beach  changed  Capt.  James  Cook  to  "face  the  other  way"  than  the 
direction  depicted  in  the  original  design(3).  This  is  not  true.  Capt.  Cook  is  facing  the  same  way  as  the 
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original  design(l). 


Published  research  has  also  stated  Mr.  Beach  "slightly  de- emphasized  Capt.  Cook's  nose  and  very  slightly 
emphasized  his  brow  ridges. "(3).  In  viewing  the  original  design  and  the  approved  portraits  depiction,  the 
changes  were  major,  not  "slightly"  in  making  Capt.  Cook's  portraiture  more  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Mr.  Beach 
elongated  his  neck,  giving  Capt.  Cook  a  younger,  more  dignified  and  posture  corrected  appearance.  He  reduced 
the  fatty  portion  of  the  jowl  to  make  a  stronger  jaw  line.  The  corner  of  the  lips  were  lifted  to  retain  a  stern 
expression  without  a  scowling  expression.  The  nose  was  sculpted  more  aristocratically,  thereby  reducing  a 
shovel  nose  effect.  The  width  of  the  skull  was  widened  to  give  a  more  normal  proportion  and  the  brow  was 
thickened.  The  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar  could  have  benefitted  from  Mr.  Beach's  perception  and  ski 11(5). 

In  July,  1929,  it  was  reported  the  Capt.  James  Cook  Half  Dollar  was  a  popular  issue.  The  entire  issue  of  10,000 
was  sold  at  $2  each  within  a  few  weeks  and  was  now  selling  for  3  to  4  times  the  original  price(6). 

Counterfeit  Hawaiian,  alias  Capt.  Cook  commemorative  coins  were  described  in  The  Numismatist  as  early  as  1935. 
Mr.  Nicholas  Derevitzkey,  a  former  white  Russian  soldier  and  later  a  U.  S.  resident,  was  arrested  on  December 
22,  in  New  York  for  counterfeiting  this  commemorative  and  others.  Derevitzkey  disclosed  he  had  "used  a  new 
method  in  turning  out  the  coins,  so  that,  except  for  the  short  weight  (about  4  grains),  they  were  perfect.  He 
fashioned  Plaster-of-Paris  molds  and  then  forced  the  silver  into  the  mold  through  a  pinhole  at  the  bottom  of  a 
tube,  using  air  pressure  of  several  hundred  pounds".  Agents  stated,  "This  made  the  milling  perfect.  The 
pressure  filled  out  every  tiny  crevice  of  the  milled  edges". 

Howland  Woods,  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  also  "pronounced  the  counterfeits  as  almost  perfect. 
Derevitzkey  produced  about  three  counterfeits  a  day.  The  issues  duplicated  were  the  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar, 
the  State  of  Alabama  centennial  half  dollar  of  1921,  Missouri  centennial  of  1921,  the  Oregon  Trail  memorial 
1916,  memorial  coins  struck  for  Alabama  and  California,  find,  of  course,  the  Hawaiian-Capt .  Cook 
commemorative( 7 ) .  ANACS  published  a  later  day  counterfeit  report  in  the  1977  The  Numismatist.  On  the  obverse 
there  is  an  irregular  depression  just  to  the  right  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  last  "A"  in  America.  The  reverse 
contains  a  series  of  circular  depressions  in  the  field  adjacent  to  the  warrior's  arms(8).  (see  page  30!) 

At  least  two  questions  have  been  raised  about  the  Capt.  Cook-Hawaiian  commemorative  coinage.  One  question  was 
recently  laid  to  rest  by  Mr.  David  Bowers,  the  other  is  still  open  to  speculation.  The  first  concerns  the 
recent  hoard  of  137  Hawaiian  coins  auctioned  by  the  Bowers-Merena  Gallery  in  1985  at  Los  Angeles,  CA.  How  did 
the  Bank  of  Hawaii  come  into  the  possession  of  these  pieces  and  why  did  they  still  have  them  as  late  as  1985? 
Mr.  David  Bowers  cleared  this  mystery  for  collectors  at  the  1986  ANA  Summer  Seminar.  Mr.  Bowers  stated  the  137 
pieces  were  originally  set  aside  for  the  employees  of  the  Bank  of  Hawaii  during  the  original  distribution.  In 
1928  the  bank's  president  placed  one  Hawaiian  coin  out,  with  a  card,  for  the  employees  to  sign  if  they  wished 
to  purchase  a  coin  for  approximately  $1.00  -  $1.50.  The  coin  displayed  was  stolen  by  one  of  the  bank's 
employees.  The  bank  president,  angered  by  this  action,  locked  up  the  remaining  pieces  until  they  were  recently 
released  to  Bowers  &  Merena(9). 

The  second  question  is  unanswered  in  my  mind  at  this  time,  although  answers  have  been  given.  The  original 
shipment  of  Hawaiian  commemorative  coins  were  transported  to  Hawaii  presumably  by  sea.  There  is  a  contention 
that  the  mustard,  yellow  green  tone  on  some  pieces  was  caused  by  the  salt  air  and  sea  water  when  shipped.  The 
coins  auctioned  by  the  B  &  M  Gallery  were  mostly  a  light  golden  tone  with  a  few  brilliant  pieces  darkened  and 
speckled  in  different  areas.  Were  there  a  few  "unlucky"  bags  of  originally  shipped  coins  that  were  evenly 
saturated  in  sea  water,  thereby  producing  these  unattractive  pieces?  Perhaps,  but  the  coins  are  relatively 
evenly  toned  and  in  my  mind,  the  question  remains(5). 

FOOTNOTES 

(1)  The  Numismatist,  May  1928,  pages  289-290,  (2)  The  Numismatist,  April  1960,  page  432,  (3)  Silver  and  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins,  1892  to  1954,  (4)  The  Numismatist,  Sept.  1928,  (5)  Personal  observations ,  Gloria  E. 
Peters,  1986,  (6)  The  Numismatist,  July  1929,  page  439,  (7)  The  Numismatist,  Feb.  1935,  page  101,  (8)  The 
Numismatist,  November  1977,  page  2280,  (9)  David  Bowers,  7-9-86,  8:50  am,  Colorado  Springs,  CO,  (10) 
Commemorative  Coinage  of  the  United  States,  1892-1938,  David  Bui  Iowa,  1938. 
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NATIONAL 

COLLECTORS  LABORATORIES 

Counterfeit  Analysis 


GRAM 

V\  EIGHT 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER 

(MM) 

GENUINE 

12.50 

10.33 

+/-.01 

30.6 

COUNTERFEIT 

12.43 

10.24 

30.5 

U.S.A. 

REPORT  #34 
1928 

HAWAIIAN  SESQUI- 
COMM . HALF  DOLLAR 
SILVER 


REMARKS 

Whiteish  surface.  This,  as  well  as 
other  defects  are  sometimes  hidden 
by  polishing  the  counterfeit. 

Avoid  whizzed  coin. 


A- 

A-  A  break  in  the  continuous  border 
design . 

B-  Large  irregular  depression  above 
the  shoulder. 

C-  Small  circular  depression  above 
the  hand. 
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Auction  Results  Fasti  and  Present 


by  Michael  J.  Sullivan,  JA-5,  IL 


As  a  result  of  the  positive  response  from  YOU  and  the  support  of  our  illustrious  board  we  are  going  to  go  ahead 
with  the  auction  catalogue  research  project  that  I  outlined  in  the  previous  TCT  issue.  For  those  of  you  new  to 
the  society  and  unfamiliar  with  the  project,  let  me  reiterate  the  goals  of  the  project.  The  goal  of  the 
research  is  to  compile  information  on  proof  commemoratives ,  commemoratives  in  original  holders,  and  special 
related  items  sold  at  auction  since  1892.  The  information  will  then  be  printed  as  a  monograph  to  inform  both 
dealers  and  collectors  what  material  has  been  sold  and  to  establish  pedigrees. 

At  Ray  Mercer's  suggestion  I  have  accepted  the  position  of  Auction  Project  Chairman.  Therefore,  I  will  handle 
all  of  the  organizing,  writing,  typing,  etc.  provided  everyone  lends  a  hand  with  the  research.  With 
approximately  1,000  members  and  9,000  auction  catalogues,  each  member  only  has  to  look  through  nine  catalogues 
to  complete  the  project. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  society's  meeting  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Milwaukee,  Brad  Karoleff,  a  few  others,  and 

I  had  a  chance  to  discuss  some  additional  ideas  on  the  project... 

1.  If  the  authenticity  of  a  proof  coin  that  was  offered  at  auction  is  questioned,  a  note  of  such  will 
accompany  the  final  draft  of  the  project. 

2.  A  price  range  will  be  established  in  the  final  draft  for  original  holders.  I  will  determine  a  "market  price 

range"  for  the  holders  by  comparing  auction  results  for  coins  of  the  same  grade  with  and  without  holders 

sold  at  auction.  Some  simple  statistical  techniques  will  yield  the  price  range. 

3.  If  fellow  society  members  or  others  we  know  purchased  listed  coins,  it  would  be  useful  to  have  that 
information  also  listed  in  the  final  draft  for  future  research  and  pedigree  purposes. 

4.  Although  several  different  holders  were  issued  for  some  comments,  auction  catalogues  rarely  make  the 
distinction  between  them.  Therefore,  unless  a  distinction  is  made  in  the  description  or  someone  knows 
differently,  the  final  draft  will  only  list  comments  as  having  been  sold  with  an  original  holder,  but  not 
what  type. 

If  anyone  has  additional  ideas,  let  me  know.  Having  addressed  the  issues  brought  to  my  attention  (all  of  which 
I  appreciated),  let  me  explain  how  to  submit  information. 

I  have  listings  of  nearly  every  auction  catalogue  ever  printed  in  the  U.S.!  Since  it  is  important  to  know  both 
which  do  and  do  not  contain  lots  of  interest  (i.e.,  those  containing  proof,  original  holders,  or  special 
related  commemorative  lots,)  I  will  maintain  records  of  what  has  been  searched.  To  submit  information,  send  me 
a  list  of  the  companies  you  have  catalogues  from  (e.g.,  Mehl,  Stack's)  and  I  will  send  you  a  list  of  the 
companies'  sales.  The  list  will  indicate  which  sales  have  already  been  gone  through  to  prevent  duplicate  work. 
Also,  a  set  of  instructions  will  be  sent  with  the  list  so  that  you  know  how  to  fill  them  in.  It's  easy!  Just 
write  to  me  at: 


Michael  J.  Sullivan 
Auction  Project 
P.0.  Box  461 

Winnetka,  Illinois  60093 

Keep  in  mind  that  the  sooner  we  finish  the  project,  the  sooner  we  can  publish  our  first  club  monograph. 
Lastly,  I  will  have  some  more  auction  information  provided  by  Brad  Karoleff  and  myself  in  the  next  TCT  issue. 
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Otjverse  <3  t~  Rever~se  ? 


by  Mike  Fuljenz,  R-2,  LA 

Determining  obverses  and  reverses  on  U.  S.  commemoratives  should  never  be  a  matter  for  debate.  What  I  believe 
all  texts  and  commem  lovers  should  accept  as  the  official  obverse  and  reverse  of  U.  S.  commemorative  issues  is 
what  was  authorized  by  the  Government  and  reported  in  the  U.  S.  Treasury  Report  for  the  coin  in  question. 
After  all,  when  a  designer  had  an  obverse  approved  for  a  commemorative,  he  or  she  should  not  discover  years 
later  the  public  has  decided  a  reverse  was  approved,  that  is  historically  inaccurate. 

I  have  been  asked  why  has  there  been  so  much  debate  on  the  accepted  obverses  and  reverses  of  U.  S. 
commemoratives.  I  believe  the  answer  lies  in  the  basic  misconception  of  what  should  be  an  obverse  or  reverse, 
.or  r egular  issue  coins  numismatists  generally  believed  obverses  had  devices  like  dates,  portraits  and  the  word 
"Liberty."  Reverses  often  had  eagles,  denominations  and  the  words  "United  States"  and  "E  Pluribus  Unum." 

But  for  commemoratives  these  tried  and  true  guidelines  are  misleading.  Thus  in  the  1930's,  during  the 
commemorative  mania,  numismatic  authors  in  their  haste  to  describe  new  issues  often  labeled  obverses  and 
reverses  based  on  their  past  experience  and  "gut"  feelings  rather  than  checking  with  the  Treasury  for  accurate 
information  on  what  design  was  approved  as  an  obverse  and  what  reverse  was  approved.  A  year  later  when  the  U.S. 
Treasury  Report  would  clarify  the  situation,  errors  made  were  not  always  rectified. 

My  belief  that  all  texts  should  only  list  the  Government  approved  obverse  and  reverse  stems  from  the  knowledge 
that  to  do  otherwise  leads  to  numerous  instances  of  different  texts  having  completely  opposite  obverse,  reverse 
information  for  the  same  coins.  After  all,  what  looks  like  the  obverse  to  the  editor  of  one  text  might  not  to 
other  editors. 

l.S.  Commemoratives  that  deserve  attention  and  are  currently  listed  inappropriately  in  one  or  more  texts  are  as 
follows : 


1) 

Arkansas - 

Obverse/Eagle 

Reverse /Portraits 

2) 

Arkansas / Robinson- 

Obverse/Eagle 

Reverse/ Portraits 

3) 

Connecticut- 

Obverse/Eagle 

Reverse/Oak  Tree 

4) 

Delaware- 

Obverse /Church 

Reverse/Ship 

5) 

Iowa- 

Obverse /Building 

Reverse/Eagle 

6) 

Oregon- 

Obverse /Wagon 

Reverse/ Indian 

7) 

Wisconsin- 

Obverse/Badger 

Reverse/Arm 

8) 

York- 

Obverse/ Stockade 

Reverse/Shield 

Any  readers'  insights  on  this  article  would  be  appreciated.  By  the  way,  what  should  grading  services  and  guide 
sheets  now  do  if  they  grade  both  sides  of  a  coin  and  they  adopt  my  list  over  what  they  previously  used? 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Mike,  here's  your  first  insight...  "He  who  controls  the  present  -  controls  the  past.  He  who 
controls  the  past  -  controls  the  future."  Courtesy  of  George  Orwell,  "198/+.") 


In  Memor iam 

Michael  Levinson  of  Texas 
Dr.  Richard  Mayer  of  Wisconsin 
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The  State/Columbia,  S.C.,  Sunday,  October  12,  1986  (court  s'  of  inuis 


B.  Goodsell,  SC) 


1936  coins  will  be  auctioned 


Eight  sets  of  specially  made  1936 
coins,  placed  in  a  time  capsule  for  the 
past  50  years  to  mark  Columbia’s  ses- 
quiCentennial,  are  being  auctioned  by 
Columbia  Bicentennial  officials. 

The  half-dollar  coins  have  caused 
'a  considerable  stir”  among  collec¬ 
tors  of  United  States  commemorative 
coins,  officials  said.  One  reason  is  that 
the.  1936  coins  were  accompanied  by 
letters  and  other  material  giving  in¬ 
formation  about  the  issue.  Another  is 
that  they  are  legal  U.S.  currency  that 
was  minted  to  commemorate  Colum¬ 


bia’s  150th  birthday  in  1936. 

Of  the  10  sets  of  coins  in  the  cap¬ 
sule,  which  was  opened  this  year, 
eight  sets  are  being  placed  on  auction. 
One  of  the  sets  is  on  display  in  the 
lobby  of  South  Carolina  National 
Bank  at  Main  and  Washington  streets. 

Officials  said  choice  sets  of  the 
1936  coins  had  been  selling  for  more 
than  $2,000.  Bids  for  the  coins  con¬ 
tained  in  the  time  capsule  will  be 
accepted  by  mail  through  October, 
and  bids  must  be  at  least  $1,000.  A  10 
percent  deposit  must  accompany 


each  bid.  Deposits  of  unsuccessful 
bidders  will  be  returned 

Proceeds  will  help  defray  the  cost 
of  bicentennial  projects.  Of  the  two 
remaining  sets  of  1936  coins,  one  set 
will  be  placed  in  a  time  capsule  to  be 
opened  in  50  years.  The  other  will  be 
on  display  at  McKissick  Museum 

Bids  should  be  sent  to:  Sesquicen- 
tennial  Coin  Auction,  P  O.  Box  2826, 
Columbia,  29202.  Checks  should  be 
made  out  to  the  Columbia  Bicentenni¬ 
al  Committee 


The  above  news  clipping  was  sent  to  me 
by  Louis  B.  Goodsell  (R-9,  SC).  Of 
course,  the  "time  capsule"  referred  to 
in  this  article  is  the  same  one  that 
John  Flitter  had  a  hand  in  researching 
-  no  pun  intended.  I'm  looking  forward 
to  finding  out  the  prices  realized  on 
this  one.  Personally,  I  think  it  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  commemora¬ 
tive  finds  in  a  long  time  -  mainly  due 
to  the  wealth  of  paperwork  involved. 

We  also  owe  a  big  tip-of -the-hat  to 
Michael  Sullivan  (JA-5,  IL)  for 
posting  along  the  original  Norfolk  ad 
that  you  see  to  the  right.  Mike  sent 
yours  truly  his  copy  of  the  OFFICIAL 
PROGRAM  1937  Convention  of  the  ANA 
held  August  21st  to  August  26th  at 
Washington,  D.C.  (Yes,  even  in  those 
days,  they  were  really  good  at  picking 
places  you  really  want  to  visit  in 
August!).  This  full  page  ad  (shown 
actual  size)  is  located  in  the  in¬ 
side  front  cover  of  the  Program. 

If  any  of  you  have  interesting  pieces 
of  information  you  would  like  to  share 
with  your  fellow  Society  members,  just 
post  them  along  to  me!  I  will  be  happy 
to  velox  them  and  return  your  original 
items  unharmed.  Just  make  sure  you 
wrap  them  carefully  before  you  post 
them  to:  Ray  Mercer,  151  Elm  Street, 
New  Cana an,  CT  06840.  If  you  want  them 
insured,  PLEASE,  state  their  value  so 
I  know  what  to  insure  them  for  on  the 
trip  back  home. 


THE  NORFOLK  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 

•  •  • 

The  half  dollar  commemorates  the  800th 
Anniversary  of  the  Original  Norfolk  Land 
Grant  and  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the 
Creation  of  Norfolk  as  a  Borough. 

The  bill  signed  by  President  Roosevelt 
on  June  28th  authorizes  the  minting  of 
25,000  coins  at  one  mint.  The  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  has  been  selected  for  the  work 
and  all  coins  will  be  dated  1936.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  the  coins  will  be  ready  for  distribu¬ 
tion  some  time  between  August  25th  and 
Sept.  10th. 

On  one  side  of  the  coin  will  appear  the  official  seal  of  the  City  of 
Norfolk.  On  the  other  side  will  be  a  miniature  reproduction  of 
the  Norfolk  Mace.  The  Mace  was  presented  to  Norfolk  when  it  was 
a  borough—in  1753,  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Dinwiddie,  as  a  token 
of  his  esteem  for  the  borough.  The  Mace  is  one  of  Norfolk's 
greatest  historic  treasures  and  Norfolk  is  the  only  city  in  the  United 
States  with  a  Mace. 

Orders  are  now  being  received  and  will  be  filled  on  the  basis  of 
"first  come,  first  -served,”  with  preference  being  given  to  orders 
with  cash,  certified  checks  or  money  orders.  Every  possible  effort 
will  be  made  to  insure  that  coins  will  be  distributed  to  private 
collectors  rather  than  to  dealers.  The  maximum  limit  on  any  one 
order  for  any  one  person  is  twenty  (20)  coins.  The  right  to  accept 
or  reject  any  order  is  reserved. 

The  price  asked  for  the  Norfolk  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  is 
$1.50  for  each  coin,  plus  fifteen  cents  for  the  first  coin  on  the 
order  and  five  cents  for  each  additional  one,  to  cover  postage,  insur¬ 
ance  and  handling. 

William  Marks  Simpson,  a  native  son  of  Norfolk  and  now  Director 
for  Rinehart  School  of  Sculpture,  Baltimore,  Md.,  prepared  and 
executed  the  design  and  model  for  the  Norfolk  Half  Dollar. 

All  communications  from  coin  collectors  with  regard  to  the  Norfolk 
Half  Dollar  and  to  which  an  answer  is  expected  should  contain 
postage  to  cover  such  reply. 

Indications  are  that  owing  to  the  popularity  of  the  Norfolk  Half 
Dollar  the  issue  will  be  over-subscribed,  and  in  view  of  this  numis¬ 
matists  who  have  not  placed  orders  are  urged  to  act  quickly. 

BACK  •  •  • 

Address  all  inquiries  and  orders  to 

F.  E.  TURIN,  Manager 
Norfolk  Advertising  Board 
107  West  Main  Street 
Norfolk,  Virginia 

•  •  • 

Norfolk  Advertising  Board 
Norfolk,  Virginia 


FRONT 
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Counterfeit  Analysis 


GRAM 

WEIGHT 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER 

(MM) 

GENUINE 

12.50 

10.33 

+/-.01 

30.60 

COUNTERFEIT 

12.448 

10.14 

30.52 

U.S.A. 

REPORT  #41 
1935 

HUDSON  COMM. 
HALF  DOLLAR 
SILVER 


REMARKS :A  cons idera bl y  deceiving 
counterfeit  because  the  genuine  coins 
are  also  weak  mainly  in  the  center  area 
The  reeding  is  good  and  fairly  sharp. 


B- 


A-  Two  indentations 
above  the  P  (  PRETIUM) 

B-  The  counterfeiter 
retooled  Neptune  '  s 
face  on  the  model  coin 
to  upgrade  the  fakes. 

All  counterfeits 
made  with  those  dies 
will  appear  retooled. 


C &  D-  There  are  various  raised  tool -marks  on  the  field. 


s  to  thank  A  N  THONY  S  W I  ATE  K  f  o  r  making  this  piece  available  for  re}  <  rt . 

®  1983  National  C  ollectors  Laboratories,  P.O.B.  6893,  W.  End  Station,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  8093^ 


New  Findings  On  Columbia  Half 


by  John  Flitter,  R-522,  SC 


As  my  investigation  into  the  history  of  the  Columbia,  SC  commemorative  half  dollar  proceeds,  the  amount  of 
material  uncovered  continues  to  grow.  Extensive  numbers  of  original  documents  and  materials  continue  to  be 
found  which  give  a  detailed  documentation  to  the  complete  history  of  the  coin.  The  latest  find  being  the 
original  eight  inch  plaster  cast  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  from  which  the  master  dies  were  made.  As  the  amount 
of  materials  is  too  extensive  to  cover  in  only  one  article,  I  have  developed  a  short  chronology  about  the 
distribution  of  the  coins  in  the  latter  months  of  1936. 

Friday,  September  11th,  1936 

Dies  for  the  Columbia  coin  completed  and  a  check  for  three  hundred  dollars  sent 
making  of  the  master  die. 

Wednesday,  September  16th,  1936 

Commission  sets  price  of  coin  at  $2  plus  15  cents  for  postage  and  insurance, 
more  than  ten  sets  (three  coins  per  set-  PDS)  to  any  one  individual,  company, 
will  not  begin  until  all  three  issues  have  been  received.  Columbia  residents 
purchase  coins,  sale  starting  locally  24  hours  before  mail  order  sale. 

Monday,  September  21st,  1936 

Nine  thousand  coins  from  Philadelphia  Mint  received  in  Columbia  today.  Coins  are  stored  at  the  South  Carolina 
National  Bank  which  has  loaned  the  commission  the  money  to  pay  the  Mint  face  value  of  $4,500.  James  H.  Hammond, 
Chairman  of  the  Commission,  expects  to  receive  coins  from  the  other  two  mints  within  ten  days.  All  coins  will 
remain  in  the  vault  at  the  South  Carolina  National  Bank  until  the  day  they  are  placed  on  sale. 

Wednesday,  October  7th,  1936 

15.300  coins  arrive  in  Columbia  today  from  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Mints.  Denver  Mint  shipment  contains  only 

7.300  of  the  8,000  pieces  expected.  Sale  of  coins  held  up  until  whereabouts  of  remaining  700  coins  resolved. 


to  the  mint  in  payment  for  the 


Sales  to  be  restricted  to  not 
or  organization.  Sale  of  coins 
will  be  given  first  chance  to 
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Monday,  October  10th,  1936 


Orders  received  tor  lo.OOO  coins  to  date.  Expect  orders  to  exceed  20,000  by  end  of  week.  Columbians  urged  to 
place  orders  so  as  not  to  be  left  out.  Denver  mint  says  700  coins  have  been  shipped,  but  they  have  not  arrived 
in  Columbia  as  yet. 


Thursday,  October  15th,  1936 

Largest  number  of  orders  received  at  Columbia  today.  Approximately  23,000  pieces  of  money  have  been  ordered. 
Tomorrow's  mail  expected  to  bring  enough  orders  to  exhaust  authorized  mintage  of  25,000  coins.  U.S.  Senator 
James  F.  (Jimmy)  Burns  of  South  Carolina  notified  by  Mary  M.  O'Reilly,  Acting  Director  of  the  Mint,  that  the 
’00  missing  coins  will  be  shipped  in  a  few  days.  She  explains  that  the  Denver  Mint  shipped  the  7,300  pieces  in 
order  to  assist  the  Commission  in  the  early  sale  of  the  coins  and  planned  to  furnish  remainder  as  soon  as  they 
are  minted? ! 


Monday,  October  19th,  1936 

Orders  considerably  exceed  mintage.  Commission  continues  to  be  flooded  with  orders.  No  coins  have  been  issued. 
Extra  care  in  reviewing  orders  is  taken  in  order  to  prevent  speculation. 

Thursday,  October  29th,  1936 

Due  to  over  subscription,  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce  maximum  number  of  sets  available  to  subscribers. 
Orders  will  be  limited  to  three  sets  per  order  instead  of  ten  sets  as  specified  in  order  form.  Columbians  may 
place  orders  in  person  at  Chamber  of  Commerce  offices  all  day  Friday  through  Saturday  noon.  Preference  for 
orders  will  be  given  to  Columbians.  Orders  for  35,000  coins  received  thus  far. 

Saturday,  October  31st,  1936 

9,000  coins  will  go  to  Columbians  unless  many  orders  are  rejected  or  reduced.  Total  orders  received  exceed 
mintage  by  15,000. 


1786'  -  ‘  1936 

-Ah-  R  .uMVIMOKATi.NO  TKh  SESQLT-C  h.NTENNIAL 

c  h  r.H  r  hoUNUlNh  oh  COLUMBIA  As  THE  CAPITAL  Oh 
SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


REGISTERED 

No. 
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Friday,  November  6th,  1936 


Wire  sent  to  the  numismatic  editor  of  NEW  YORK  HERALD  TRIBUNE  declaring  no  Columbia  coins  have  been  issued. 
Seems  circulars  have  been  sent  by  someone  to  some  coin  collectors  saying  that  Columbia  coins  have  already  been 
distributed.  Coins  have  been  100%  oversubscribed.  Orders  received  being  reviewed  to  prevent  speculation.  Date 
for  delivery  of  coins  not  yet  set. 


Wednesday,  November  18th,  1936 

Members  of  the  Commission,  Anderson,  Haltiwanger,  and  Hennig  given  final  authority  to  check  all  orders  received 
to  prevent  duplication  and  speculation.  Will  exercise  every  possible  care  to  prevent  anyone  receiving  a  large 
amount  of  coins  for  resale  at  inflated  prices. 

Friday,  December  11th,  1936 

Mail  orders  for  single  coins  and  single  sets  are  mailed  out  this  afternoon.  Following  delivery  of  small  orders 
will  be  orders  for  two  and  three  sets. 


Friday,  December  18th,  1936 

Distribution  to  Columbia  residents  began  at  11:00AM  and  will  continue  through  12  Noon  Saturday  at  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  offices.  Nearly  all  out-of-town  orders  have  been  mailed. 

Friday,  January  5th,  1937 

Commission  authorizes  Hammond  (Commission  Chairman)  and  Columbia  Mayor  Owens  to  present  President  Roosevelt, 
Senator  Burns  and  Smith,  and  Congressman  Fulmer  with  set  of  commemorative  coins. 

Monday,  February  15th,  1937 

Hammond  and  Mayor  Owens,  accompanied  by  Senator  Burns,  present  President  Roosevelt  with  set  of  Columbia  coins 
and  set  of  wooden  nickels  at  the  White  House.  (Editor's  note:  the  wooden  nickels  are  illustrated  on  page  9) 

I  am  currently  in  the  process  of  photographing  most  of  the  material  I  have  uncovered  in  black  and  white,  color, 
and  color  slides  for  future  preservation.  Included  in  this  article  are  photos  of  the  original  plaster  casts 
and  the.  only  unused  mailing  envelope  and  Columbia  coin  holder  in  existence. 


Looking  At  Your  Coins 

by  Steve  Szenay,  R-807,  MI 


While  in  attendance  at  a  local  show  I  was  involved  in  a  discussion  with  a  part-time  coin  dealer  friend  who 
makes  his  living  as  a  machinist.  While  talking  about  his  ideas  on  manufacturing  his  own  dies  to  stamp  out  loz. 
silver  rounds,  it  was  brought  up  how  easy  it  would  be  for  someone  in  his  position  to  manufacture  near  perfect 
duplicates  of  dies  to  counterfeit  coins.  After  all,  have  you  noticed  how  some  of  the  silver  rounds  resemble 
coins  struck  at  an  earlier  time? 

Lately,  all  one  reads  about  in  the  coin  publications,  or  hears  at  discussion  groups,  is  the  problem  with 
grading  of  U.S.  coins.  Attention  is  centered  on  which  grading  service  grades  more  coins,  or  what  year  is  the 
certificate  issued,  with  little  or  no  concern  as  to  its  authenticity.  Granted,  when  a  coin  is  issued  a  grading 
certificate  it's  also  stated  as  being  authenticated,  but  what  if  the  coin  is  not  certified?  How  do  we  protect 
ourselves  from  a  future  "Robin  Hood"  or  well  talented  machinist?  (Editor's  note:  Or  what  if  they  start  their 
own  grading  service!)  We  can  take  the  time  to  study  known  genuine  coin  and  make  mental  notes. 

The  following  pictures  each  represent  genuine  coins  and  their  die  polishing  marks.  Not  all  genuine  coins  have 
die  polishing  marks  in  the  same  location,  so  don't  become  unduly  alarmed  if  your  coin  doesn't  match  these 
photographs.  The  idea  is  to  get  you  to  STUDY  your  coins. 
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^1  -  The  City  of  Hudson,  New  York 
Sesquicentennial  half  dollar,  more 
commonly  known  as  "The  Hudson".  The 
obverse  displays  a  half  moon  -  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  name  of  the  ship  -  "The 
Half  Moon."  On  this  genuine  specimen 
there  is  a  tiny  die  polishing  mark 
extending  from  the  bottom  tip  of  the 
moon  into  the  field  and  another 
extending  from  the  moon's  bottom  lip 
as  it  casually  smiles. 


#2  -  The  reverse  of  the  Hudson, 
around  the  top  is  "CITY  OF  HUDSON, 
N.Y."  In  the  lower  half  of  the  "C"  in 
CITY  a  very  pronounced  die  polishing 
mark  extends  to  the  "I",  with  three 
major  and  some  minor  polishing  marks 
below  in  the  field.  These  die  polish¬ 
ing  marks  may  not  appear  on  all 
genuine  Hudsons  in  the  same  location 
as  every  time  a  die  is  polished  the 
pattern  is  altered. 


#3  -  On  the  reverse  of  the  Hudson  is  a 
mermaid  blowing  a  conch  shell.  Raised 
die  polishing  marks  extend  from  the 
mermaid's  eye  upwards  into  the  field. 


#4  -  On  the  reverse  of  the  Columbia, 
SC  1936-D  there  is  a  palmetto  tree  on 
top  of  an  oak  branch  that  represents 
the  palmetto's  superiority  to  the  oak 
of  old  England.  During  the  attempted 
take  over  of  Fort  Moultre,  the  fort 
was  built  of  palmetto  trees  -  and  the 
British  ships  of  oak!  In  the  field 
to  the  left  of  the  palmetto  are 
several  die  polishing  marks. Make  note 
of  the  semi -curved  one  above  the  bun¬ 
dle  of  arrows  to  the  left  and  the 
long  die  polishing  mark  extending 
from  the  bow  of  the  first  star. 


#5  -  The  Battle  of  Antietam  half 
dollar  -  looking  through  the  center 
tunnel  one  can  see  three  die  polish¬ 
ing  marks  from  the  edge  of  the  bridge 
into  the  field. 


#6  -  Battle  of  Antietam  half  dollar 
(reverse)  -  in  the  trees  to  the  right 
there  are  several  semi-circular  die 
polishing  marks  on  the  leaves  and  in 
between  the  branches . 
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i  1  Kid  Auct  ioi  1 


5  Separate  Lots ? 


do  we  have  a  real  fascinating  assortment  of  goodies  this  quarter!  If  you've  never  bid  on  one  of  our  lots 
nov‘  1S  a  ^ooc*  time  to  start!  However,  we  have  gained  a  couple  of  hundred  new  members  since  the  last 
newsletter,  so  before  I  get  into  describing  the  lots  -  let's  review  the  purpose  of  our  club's  quarterly 
auction... 

.  irs.  of  all,  unlike  most  auctions,  ALL  the  lots  are  DONATED  to  the  Society  and  our  non-profit  club  keeps  100% 
ot  Lhe  Prices  realized.  If  you  are  the  highest  bidder,  your  check  is  made  out  to  "Society  For  U.S.C.C."  and 
c^uk  Sets  AJ-L  of  t-he  funds.  Right  off  the  bat  that's  a  great  deal  -  you  get  the  numismatic  item  you  wanted 

and  100%  of  the  money  you  paid  for  it  goes  towards  a  good  cause!  There's  no  minimum  bid  and  each  lot  is  sold  to 

the  highest  bidder. 

To  join  in  the  fun  -  mail  your  sealed  bids  (remember  to  denote  WHICH  lots  you  are  bidding  on)  to  Jan  Mercer, 
Penny  Weights  151  Elm  St,  New  Canaan  CT  06840.  In  bold  letters  print  -  "SEALED  BID"  on  the  outside  of  the 
envelope.  No  progressions  -  no  "buy"  bids  -  just  bid  your  top  price  and  hope  it's  the  best!  In  case  of  a  tie 
first  POSTMARK  gets  it!  All  bids  will  be  opened  and  announced  during  our  F.U.N.  meeting  at  9:00AM  January 
10th,  1987,  so  YOU  BETTER  HURRY  as  once  we  leave  for  the  show  -  your  late  bid  is  VOID! 

Now,  let's  take  a  look  at  the  lots... 

LOT  #1  -  a  very  special  copy  of  A  BUYER'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  GRADING  &  MINTING  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE 

COINS  -  VOLUME  ONE  by  Ray  Mercer.  Why  is  it  so  special?  Answer  -  it  contains  the  personal  autographs  of  9 

numismatic  personalities  mentioned  in  the  book  (Jim  Iacovo,  Bill  Fivaz,  Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  Gene  Neel,  Valerie 
Olander,  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  Jan  Mercer,  and  Ray  Mercer).  This  BIG  8  1/2"  x  11"  work  is  44  pages  long  and  contains 
over  50  great  photographic  illustrations  -  all  enlarged  to  show  detail!  VOLUME  ONE  also  contains  a  DETAILED 
explanation  of  the  Isabella,  Lafayette,  AL  2x2,  AL  "Plain",  Albany,  Antietam,  ENTIRE  Arkansas  (1935-1939),  Bay 
Bridge,  ENTIRE  Boone  (1934-1938),  Bridgeport,  California,  and  Cincinnati  PDS  -  43  coins  in  all.  Every  date  AND 
mint  is  carefully  explained  in  relation  to  its  own,  individual  LUSTER,  STRIKE,  MARKS,  and  TONING!  You  have 
never  read  anything  like  this  -  the  detailed  explanation  of  the  1935/sm.34  Boone  set  runs  over  two  big  pages 
alone!  Donated  by  Ray  Mercer  and  Jim  Iacovo  (R-20  &  R-5,  CT)  Suggested  price  -  $15. 

LOT  #2  -  A  Chip  of  Granite  From  General  Lee's  Figure  with  box  and  original  tissue!  Donated  by  MIKE  GAROFALO 
(LM-23,  NH)  Of  course,  this  lot  is  the  souvenir  from  the  Confederate  Memorial  on  Stone  Mountain.  These  were 
given  to  donor's  of  25  cents  or  more  to  aid  with  the  memorial's  construction.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  box  has 

seen  better  days  and  is  pretty  worn  out  -  this  one's  value  is  estimated  at  $15. 

LOT  #3  -  1926  Sesqui  Brass  Medal.  Obverse  reads,  "Washington  Sesquicentennial  International  Exposition 

Philadelphia  1926"  and  it  pictures  dear  George  framed  by  13  stars.  The  Reverse  displays  a  beautiful  rendition 
of  Liberty  on  a  winged  horse.  The  piece  is  shown  actual  size.  Donated  by  TIM  GABRIEL  (LM-24,  PA)  with  an 

estimated  value  of  $10. 

LOT  #4  -  Columbus  Day  Expo  Ribbon  and  Coin.  This  opening  day  badge,  which  incorporates  the  coin  into  its 
design,  is  in  good  condition  and  bears  the  legends  "Columbus  Day"  and  "OCT-30".  The  coin  is  dated  1893  and 

grades  XF/AU.  A  nice  piece  of  Columbian  memorabilia  donated  by  STEVE  RYAN  (R-628,  IL)  with  an  estimated  value 

of  $50. 

LOT  #5  -  Cast  iron  Sesquicentennial  Celebration  Bank!  This  fun  bank  measures  about  4"  high  by  about  4"  at  the 

base  and  is  in  the  shape  of  the  Liberty  Bell!  One  side  proclaims,  "The  Old  Liberty  Bell  -  SESQUI  -  1926  - 

CENTENNIAL".  The  other  side  states,  "Philadelphia  -  MDCCLIII  -  PROCLAIM  -  1776  -  LIBERTY."  On  one  side  there's 
even  a  slot  to  drop  your  Sesqui  half  dollars  in!  We  had  to  sketch  this  little  baby  as  none  of  our  photographs 
came  out!  Needless  to  state,  the  bank  is  larger  than  the  sketch.  Donated  by  MIKE  GAROFALO  (LM-23,  NH)  with  an 
estimated  value  of  $100+. 


Go  To  It  -  And  Remember  To  Mail  Your  Bids  In  On  TIME!... 
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A  BUYER’S  GUIDE 

TO  THE  GRADING  &  MINTING  CHARACTERISTICS 
OF  UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


BY  RAY  MERCER 

with  a  foreword  by  James  S.  Iacovo 
VOLUME  ONE 
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Symbo  1  On  IJ  .  s  . 


C'.oiiunemorative  Coinage 


by  Debbie  Wilamowski,  J-13,  MI 


Iruted  States  Commemorative  Coins  were  issued  to  commemorate  a  specific  event,  person,  or  locale.  This  type  of 
coinage  must  allude  to  the  event,  person,  or  locale;  because  there  is  a  limited  space  symbolism  plays  a  major 
role  in  design. 


The  Importance  Of  Stars 

Stars  are  definitely  the  most  common  type  of  symbolism  on  commemorative  coinage.  The  most  popular  use  of  stars 
is  the  reference  to  the  thirteen  colonies  or  the  thirteen  seceding  southern  states  as  on  the  Arkansas 
Centennial  Half  Dollar,  the  Stone  Mountain  Half  Dollar,  the  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  Sesquicentennial  Half 
Dollar,  and  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar.  On  the  Alabama  Centennial  Half  Dollar  the  22  stars  on  the 
obverse  refer  to  Alabama  being  the  22nd  state  to  enter  the  Union.  On  the  reverse  of  the  Cleveland 
Centennial /Great  Lakes  Exposition  Half  Dollar  nine  stars  mark  the  nine  principal  cities  of  the  Great  Lakes. 
(Buffalo,  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Duluth,  Milwaukee,  Rochester,  Toledo,  and  Toronto) 

Rank  is  also  symbolized  by  stars  as  on  the  Battle  of  Antietam  Half  Dollar  where  on  the  obverse  three  stars 
behind  Lee  represent  his  rank  as  General  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  two  stars  on  the  left  represent 
McClellen's  rank  as  Major  General. 


Diamonds  Are  Forever 

Diamonds,  which  are  closely  related  to  stars,  are  also  used  often.  On  the  reverse  of  the  Arkansas,  behind  the 
eagle,  there  is  a  diamond -shaped  symbol  derived  from  the  state  flag.  Within  the  diamond  there  are  four  stars, 
the  three  lower  representing  the  three  flags  which  had  flown  over  the  territory  (Spain,  France,  and  the  U.  S.) 
and  less  evidently  representing  Arkansas'  position  as  the  third  state  to  be  carved  out  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  lands.  The  largest  star  above  the  others  represents  Arkansas'  position  in  the  confederacy.  The 
position  of  the  star  suggests  that  the  "South  Will  Rise  Again."  The  rising  sun  behind  the  eagle  and  state  flag 
has  been  taken  locally  the  mean  the  Rising  South.  This  suggests  that  the  largest  seven  rays  mean  the  seven 
original  seceding  states,  while  the  six  shorter  rays  around  the  eagle  mean  the  six  rebel  states  which  joined 
later. 

Three  diamonds  are  used  on  the  Delaware  Swedish  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar  to  allude  to  the  state's  three 
counties  of  Kent,  New  Castle  and  Sussex  as  well  as  to  the  state's  minuscule  size  and  fertility.  (Diamond  State) 

The  Commemorative  Zoo 

Animals  are  also  a  common  means  of  symbolism  on  commemorative  coinage.  On  the  obverse  of  the  Panama -Pacific 
International  Exposition  Quarter  Eagle  the  hippocampus  which  Columbia  is  riding  alludes  to  commerce  through  the 
canal.  The  eagle  on  the  reverse  probably  alludes  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  canal  open  during  World  War  I; 
the  whole  composition  is  meant  to  suggest  a  Roman  legionary  standard. 

On  the  reverse  of  the  Alabama  a  warlike  eagle  represents  the  state's  seal  and  on  the  reverse  of  the  Illinois 
Centennial  Half  Dollar  the  eagle  turns  away  from  the  rising  sun,  toward  the  west,  as  did  people  who  migrated 
there  from  the  East  Coast  in  search  of  farmland. 

People  And  Their  History 

Figures  and  portraits  on  commemoratives  are  also  a  method  of  symbolism.  On  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  Half  Dollar 
the  two  soldiers  depicted  look  like  brothers  as  a  reminder  that  the  Civil  War  did  in  fact  place  father  against 
son  and  brother  against  brother.  (This  theme  is  carried  on  the  reverse  where  the  fasces  divides  the  Union  and 
Confederate  Army.)  An  Aztec  Chieftain  on  the  obverse  of  the  Arkansas  represents  a  Quapaw  Indian,  this  tribe 
formed  a  greater  part  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  The  female  figure  wears  a  cap  which  alludes  to  Ms. 
Liberty. 
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Along  with  common  types  of  symbolism  there  are  others  as  on  the  obverse  of  the  Pan-Pac.  Columbia  is  holding  a 
caduceus  said  to  represent  the  medical  breakthrough  of  Col.  William  C.  Gorgas'  successful  campaign  with  the  U. 
S.  Army  Medical  Corps  to  put  an  end  to  the  malaria  and  yellow  fever  epidemics  which  had  halted  all  previous 
canal-building  attempts. 

Symbolism  is  used  on  commemorative  coinage  to  tell  a  story.  Research  can  uncover  history  of  the  event,  place, 
or  locale  which  has  not  been  discovered  before. 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  article  written  by  a  Society  YN  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  printing! 
Personally,  I  enjoyed  Debbie's  interesting  waltz  through  the  symbolism  on  our  commemorative  coins  as  it  serves 
to  remind  us  of  another  numismatic  dimension  -  imagination!  As  her  timely  article  artfully  points  out 
although  the  artist  is  somewhat  graphically  confined  by  the  size  of  a  coin,  he/she  may  utilize  the  power  of 
symbolism  thus  freeing  the  subject  to  imagination  where  thought  has  no  bounds!  This  article  is  simply  SUPER  - 
let's  see  more  of  what  are  YN's  can  do!) 

Tine  Oommem  Buddy  System 

by  Bob  Colby,  R-94,  NY 


When  I  first  started  to  travel  to  shows  around  the  U.S.  I  used  to  say  to  my  wife,  "Come  along  with  me  -  we'll 
both  have  some  fun!"  A  few  times  she  followed  my  advice.  I  had  fun,  but  she  didn't.  Since  she  really  isn't 
interested  in  coins,  I  finally  had  to  accept  her  reluctance  to  participate  in  three  solid  days  of  talking  about 
die  cracks  and  planchet  abrasion.  Ok,  it's  no  fun  for  my  wife,  so  I  became  a  loner. 

I  always  have  a  plan  as  to  how  I'm  going  to  spend  my  time  at  a  show.  The  first  day  is  always  exciting  and  the 
adrenaline  flows.  As  the  second  day  starts,  I  find  I'm  just  a  little  lonely  -  and  by  the  third  day  I'm  really 
looking  for  people  to  talk  to!  So  much  for  being  a  loner! 

The  last  few  times  I  finally  arranged  to  meet  with  somebody  I  knew  who  has  similar  interests  and  I  soon  found 
out  that  it  was  more  than  twice  the  fun  and  enjoyment!  You  are  able  to  share  your  knowledge  on  commemoratives 
with  your  friend  and  he/she  is  able  to  share  with  you!  You  are  showing  one  another  coins  and  you  make  less 
mistakes.  It  is  truly  amazing  what  you  can  miss  on  a  coin  when  you  are  by  yourself!  Even  with  a  fellow 
numismatist  you  can  make  mistakes,  BUT  what  about  the  Society  member  who  doesn't  know  anybody  but  himself? 
He/she  is  out  in  the  cold!  Just  attend  some  Society  meetings  at  the  major  shows  and  you  will  soon  find  out  how 
some  "loners"  want  to  talk  and  be  friendly. 

I'm  now  proposing  to  our  Society  to  have  a  place  where  we  commemorative  hobbyists,  collectors,  and 
co llector/ investors  can  go  and  say,  "Here  I  am!  Who  wants  to  go  around  the  show  and  look  at  commemoratives  with 
me?  Who  wants  to  learn  with  me?"  Maybe  three  people  walking  the  floor  together  would  be  even  better  than  two, 
but  somebody  has  to  take  that  first  step! 

It  may  be  possible  at  the  larger  shows  during  the  year  that  as  many  as  fifty  or  more  members  will  be  able  to 
"Buddy  Up"  and  have  twice  as  much  fun!  Think  of  all  the  money  that  could  be  saved  by  learning  BEFORE  you  make  a 
mistake! 

I'm  also  going  to  propose  to  our  Society  that  at  least  one  of  the  commemorative  specialists  associated  with  our 
club  be  on  call  -  yes  -  just  like  a  doctor.  If  any  of  our  members  are  lucky  enough  to  find  a  coin  they  want  to 
buy,  they  would  be  able  to  check  it  out  in  regards  to  original  surfaces,  eye  appeal,  and  value  with  an 
"expert."  Can  you  imagine  how  much  money  will  be  saved  by  not  making  stupid  mistakes?  And  when  you  save  all 
this  money,  maybe  a  small  donation  to  the  Society  would  be  the  thing  to  do! 

I  think  it  is  time  for  all  of  our  members  to  find  out  just  who  some  of  the  "good  guys"  are,  just  in  case  they 
do  not  know  already.  We  must  at  all  times  remember  the  hobbyist,  collector,  or  col lector/ investor  is  involved 
in  coins  just  part  of  the  time.  Therefore,  it  takes  a  very,  very,  very,  long  time  to  gain  the  knowledge  and 
battle  field  experience  that  the  experts  have. 

It  doesn't  make  any  difference  whether  you  are  into  mint  state  or  circulated  commemoratives.  A  $10  savings  for 
somebody  that  is  into  XF  coins  is  just  as  important  as  the  person  who  is  into  "gems"  and  is  looking  to  avoid 
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the  $1,000  mistakes.  We  dll 
on  the  bourse  floor. 


must  respect  one  another. 


It  we  "Buddy  Up",  we  are  all  going  to  survive  much  better 


our  next  meeting  at  the  F.U.N.  Convention  in  Orlando,  FL  -  I  am  going  to  announce  our  "Buddy  Up" 
!r  vou  are  at  the  F.U.N.  Show  on  Saturday  morning  and  would  like  to  share  some  advice  and  company  - 
'  the  Society  meeting  at  9:00AM!  If  this  project  doesn't  work  in  Orlando  -  it  will  only  be  because  NOBODY 
cane  forward  atter  the  meeting.  You  have  the  opportunity,  all  you  have  to  do  is  ask  for  it. 


there  is  any  interest,  perhaps  we  can  even  arrange  for  a  "commemorative 
evening.  We  could  set  up  a  designated  place  and  time  where  we  all  talk,  tell 
thoughts . 


bull  session"  to  be  held  in  the 
of  our  experiences,  and  share  our 


Let's  hear  from  you.  Let's  receive  some  ideas.  Above  all,  let  us  all  become  more  successful  and  have  more  fun! 


Title  End  Of  Title  Trail 


Well,  that  about  wraps  it  up  for  this  issue  of  TCT!  It  seems  like  I  just  finish  an  issue 
pump  out  another!  I  guess  there's  a  lot  of  truth  to  the  song  that  sings,  "There's  old 
parlor  and  it  just  keeps  going  'round  and  'round!" 


and  then  it's  time  to 
spinning  wheel  in  the 


Before  we  fade  into  the  sunset,  I  would  like  to  provide  a  VERY  SPECIAL  note  of  thanks  to  our  newsletter's 
Graphics  Consultant  (i.e.  the  person  who  gets  tortured  pasting,  cutting,  and  fitting  all  the  illustrations  you 
see),  Jan  Mercer,  R-538,  CT  (a.k.a.-  my  wife  and  our  Secretary)  for  continually  putting  up  with  this  insanity! 
This  time  of  year  is  especially  difficult  for  Jan  as  she  also  has  a  successful  retail  business  to  run!  Jan, 
thanks  for  working  with  me  all  day  Thanksgiving  (never  fear  -  we  did  take  an  hour  off  for  turkey)!  Just 
remember  what  Charles  De  Gaulle  used  to  tell  the  widows  of  war  heroes  -  "All  of  France  weeps  for  your  soul!" 
Next  year,  I  promise,  no  work  on  Thanksgiving! 


Do  YOU  Have  An  Article  You  Would  Like  Published?... 


I  think  this  issue  of  TCT  proves  more  than  ever  that  our  membership  definitely  has  something  to  share!  You  will 
note  that  every  article  in  this  edition  was  different  in  length,  content,  style,  and  subject  matter,  but  they 
all  had  one  thing  in  common  -  a  genuine  desire  to  share  insights  and  knowledge! 

Regardless  of  our  personal  background  and  interests  -  we  ALL  have  something  to  say!  Why  not  do  it  in  the  pages 
of  this  newsletter?  The  only  thing  I  will  not  print  is  "investment  hype"  (i.e.  this  coin  went  up  12.6%  in  3.7 

months  and  represents  a  great  investment,  blah,  blah,  blah).  Personally,  I  find  nothing  so  boring  as  to  read  an 

article  that  drones  endlessly  on  about  percentage  point  gains,  past  price  performance,  and  how  much  "funny 
money"  your  are  destined  to  make. 

If  I  want  to  study  charts  and  graphs,  I'd  rather  look  in  TIME  MAGAZINE  -  not  only  are  they  in  color,  but  that 
represent  the  changes  of  the  REAL  world.  The  way  I  look  at  it  -  it  makes  a  little  bit  more  sense  to  be  aware  of 

how  much  the  Russkies  have  increased  their  nuclear  weapon  inventory  than  how  much  money  a  Roanoke  has  gone  up 

in  two  weeks!  Although  one  might  blow  a  hole  in  my  wallet,  the  other  is  going  to  have  an  impact  of  a  more 
lasting  nature  on  my  life. 

However,  if  you  like  to  read  investment  hype  -  do  not  despair!  At  most  major  shows  they  set  up  a  series  of 
tables  at  the  entrance  where  you  can  get  your  fix  for  free.  Personally,  I  cringe  whenever  I  see  these  poor 
tables  loaded  down  with  reams  of  paper  as  I  can  almost  hear  them  screaming  in  pain!  So  if  you  like  investment 
hype,  do  a  table  a  big  favor  and  lighten  his  burden  at  a  major  show.  After  all,  ping-pong  tables  have  feelings 

too ! 

As  I  mentioned  before,  if  this  newsletter  seems  a  little  late  -  I'm  sorry,  but  that's  the  way  things  go.  We'll 
be  back  again  before  winter  is  officially  over  -  late  February  or  early  March  of  1987!  In  the  meantime... 

Have  A  WONDERFUL  Ho  1  ida.y  Season  I  _  _  _ 

<o  matter  where  you  may  be  -  and  no  matter  where  destiny  may  lead  you  by  the  nose  -  may  all  your  deeds  be 

worthy  of  commemoration! 


Page  UU 


Coins 

Paper  Money 
Tokens 
and 

L  Medals  ^ 


American 

Numismatic  Association 


For  Collectors  of 


P.O.  Box  2366,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901-2366 


A  \  A  Headquarters 
SIS  \  Cascade  Avenue 
<  'olorado  Springs,  (  olorado 
Offia  Hours  Vfon  Fri  S  00-5:00 

I’uhhe  Hours  Tue  Silt..  H:30-4:00 


Founded  in  ISSS.  THE  numismatist,  the  ANAS  official  journal,  is 
mailed  tree  to  all  members  except  Associates. 


Books  atnl  other  references  from  the  world's  largest  circulating 
numismatic  library  are  loaned  to  members  without  charge  other 
than  postage. 


American 

Numismatic  Association 

A  NONPROFIT  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 

_ FOUNDED  1891 

Chartered  by  an  Act  of  Congress  in  1912 
Rechartered  in  perpetuity  by  Congress  in  1962 


The  American  Numismatic  Association,  a  nonprofit 
educational  organization,  is  the  largest  and  most  active 
numismatic  body  in  the  world.  It  invites  and  welcomes  to 
membership  all  worthy  persons  eleven  years  of  age  and  older 
who  have  a  sincere  interest  in  numismatics,  whether  they 
collect  coins,  paper  money,  tokens  or  medals,  whether  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors  or  those  only  generally  interested  in  the 
subject.  Founded  in  1891,  the  Association  has  more  than 
35,000  members  from  every’  state  in  the  Union  and  many 
foreign  countries. 

The  ANA  operates  in  accordance  with  a  Federal  Charter 
first  granted  by  an  Act  of  Congress  in  1912,  then  made 
perpetual  in  1962.  The  principal  office  is  in  Washington, 
D  C  ,  but  operations  are  centered  in  a  headquarters  building 
in  Colorado  Springs.  A  board  of  governors,  which  establishes 
policy  in  determining  all  bylaws  and  regulations,  is  elected 
on  a  regular  basis  from  the  membership  at  large  and  serves 
without  pay.  To  implement  established  policy  there  is  a  full¬ 
time  salaried  professional  staff  in  Colorado  Springs,  which 
includes  an  executive  vice  president,  editor,  librarian, 
curator,  authenticators  and  their  assistants. 

To  advance  the  knowledge  of  numismatics  and  to  bring 
about  better  cooperation  and  closer  relations  between  numis¬ 
matists  are  the  principal  objectives  of  the  Association,  as 
derived  from  the  Federal  Charter.  Collectors  will  find  that 
annual  membership  dues  are  low  compared  to  the  tremen¬ 
dous  value  to  be  found  in  the  prestige  and  services  that 
membership  offers. 


education 

The  Numismatist.  The  Association's  official  magazine  is 
mailed  free  each  month  to  all  members  except  Associates. 
The  editor  publishes  the  best  feature  articles  available  about 
popular  phases  of  collecting,  identifying  and  caring  for 
money,  tokens  and  medals.  Most  issues  have  224  or  more 
pages,  with  quality  illustrations.  You  will  read  of  news¬ 
worthy  people  and  collections,  new  coin  issues  of  the  world, 
new  books,  counterfeits  that  can  be  detrimental  to  your  col¬ 
lection,  and  Association  news.  Advertising  is  accepted  from 
members  only,  who  must  agree  to  abide  by  a  very  strict  Code 
of  Ethics. 

Free  Booklets.  When  you  become  a  member,  you  receive 
without  charge  a  copy  of  the  48-page  Introduction  to 
Numismatics,  and  the  Dictionary  of  Numismatic  Terms. 
Reprints  of  many  articles  from  past  issues  of  The 
Numismatist  may  be  purchased. 

Library.  The  ANA  maintains  the  largest  circulating  numis¬ 
matic  library  in  the  world,  consisting  of  approximately 
10,000  books  and  more  than  20,000  periodicals  and  catalogs. 
Books  and  other  library  items  are  loaned  to  members  without 
charge  other  than  postage. 

Museum.  The  museum  includes  extensive  and  ever¬ 
growing  collections  of  coins,  medals,  tokens  and  paper 
money  housed  and  displayed  at  ANA  headquarters  for  view¬ 
ing  by  visitors.  Members  may  study  the  items  on  display 
and,  by  prearrangement,  other  available  museum  material 
for  research  purposes. 

Seminars.  In  conjunction  with  The  Colorado  College  and 
other  institutions,  week-long  seminars  are  held  every 
summer  covering  a  variety  of  subjects.  The  modest  tuition 
includes  room  and  board,  field  trips,  lectures  by  noted 
authorities,  and  use  of  headquarters  and  college  facilities. 

Micropublishing.  The  ANA  has  reproduced  approximately 
125,000  pages  of  its  official  publication  on  microfiche — a 
compact,  readable  4  x  6-inch  sheet  of  film  containing  up  to 
325  page  images.  A  comprehensive  reference  for  members, 
clubs,  researchers  and  libraries,  the  entire  Microfiche  Library 
(complete  with  index)  occupies  a  fraction  of  the  space 
needed  to  house  97  volumes  of  The  Numismatist. 


The  ANA 's  extensive  museum  facilities  offer  members  outstanding 
specimens  and  collections  for  viewing  and  research. 


fraternity 

Membership  makes  it  more  fun  to  collect  corns — to  display 
what  you  know  and  have,  and  meet  friends  who  share  your 
interest. 

Conventions.  Each  year  for  six  days  in  (uly/August,  the 
Association  conducts  a  national  convention  in  a  major  city, 
where  you  can  view  world  famous  collections;  compete  for 
display  awards;  attend  educational  forums,  business  sessions, 
award  ceremonies  and  auctions;  enjoy  social  events,-  and 
meet  your  fellow  numismatists.  In  the  large  bourse  area  you 
can  meet  nationally-known  dealers  who  display  their 
choicest  items.  Local  ANA  members  arrange  trips  and 
parties,  and  the  convention  ends  with  a  traditional  banquet. 
A  winter  convention  is  held  on  a  slightly  smaller  scale  in 
another  city  so  that  people  can  attend  with  a  minimum  of 
f  travel. 

Coin  Clubs.  Local  com  clubs  and  state  and  regional  organ¬ 
izations  can  hold  membership  in  the  ANA.  Listed  in  a 
brochure  (available  upon  request)  are  educational  slides  and 
films  that  clubs  can  borrow  to  show  at  meetings  merely  for 
the  cost  of  shipping.  Clubs  also  can  order  award  certificates 
for  talks  or  displays  by  their  members,  ''past-president'' 
medals,  and  ribbons  for  com  show  awards,  all  at  approximate 
cost. 

Young  Numismatists.  For  young  collectors,  the  ANA 
reserves  special  categories  in  convention  exhibits,  publishes 
well-researched  articles,  and  presents  awards  for  outstanding 
numismatic  accomplishments.  Though  designed  for  young 
numismatists,  correspondence  courses  in  numismatics  are 
available  to  all'members  at  low  cost. 

ANA  Identification.  Although  not  a  guarantee  of  integrity, 
ANA  membership  does  establish  you  as  a  collector  of  record 
and  serves  as  an  introduction  to  other  members.  A  low-cost 
silver  or  bronze  membership  medal  is  available  engraved 
wuth  the  member's  name,  number  and  date  of  enrollment. 
You  also  can  order  membership  buttons  and  jewelry  or 
emblems  for  use  on  stationery  or  as  rubber  stamps. 


The  ANA  certification  service  examines  coins  and  issues 
certificates  of  authentication  for  those  coins  determined 
genuine. 


your  interests 

The  ANA  is  internationally  recognized  as  the 
spokesman  for  organized  coin  collecting.  It  acts  to 
represent  collectors'  interests  both  in  promotion 
of  desirable  work  and  events,  and  in  suppres¬ 
sion  of  adverse  conduct  and  practices.  Its  coveted 
awards  recognize  outstanding  enterprise  and  ser¬ 
vices  to  numismatics.  At  the  same  time,  the  Code 
of  Ethics,  which  is  binding  on  each  member,  out¬ 
lines  principles  of  moral  conduct  that  collectors 
and  dealers  should  follow  in  contacts  with  one 
another.  A  breach  of  the  Code  by  a  member  is  con¬ 
sidered  cause  for  disciplinary  action  by  the  Board 
of  Governors. 

ANACS.  The  ANA  Certification  Service  at  head¬ 
quarters  examines  coins  submitted  to  it  and  issues 
certificates  of  authentication  for  those  determined 
to  be  genuine.  A  special  brochure  details  instruc¬ 
tions  and  fees  for  using  this  service. 

Grading  Service.  The  ANA  operates  a  grading 
service  to  which  members  may  submit  coins  and 
other  numismatic  items  for  an  opinion  as  to  then 
condition  on  the  basis  of  official  ANA  grading 
standards.  These  standards  are  publicly  available 
in  book  fonn  under  the  title  The  Official  American 
Numismatic  Association  Grading  Standards  for 
United  States  Coins. 

Insurance.  Several  insurance  plans  are  available 
to  members,  including  hospital  plans,  life  insur¬ 
ance  and  coverage  for  your  numismatic  collections. 
Because  this  is  group  insurance,  premiums  are 
lower  and  benefits  greater  than  those  of  compar¬ 
able  individual  policies. 

Reward  Program.  Rewards  up  to  $5,000  each  are 
paid  by  the  ANA  to  those  furnishing  information 
leading  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  persons 
responsible  for  robberies,  thefts  or  deaths  in  con¬ 
nection  with  crimes  committed  against  ANA 
members. 


Join  Us  Soon 

The  best  buy  in  numismatics  today  is  a  membership 
in  the  ANA.  If  you  fill  out  the  attached  application 
blank,  you  will  be  taking  a  big  step  toward  more 
knowledge,  plus  more  fun  and  prestige  from  your 
hobby  of  coin  collecting.  Detach  the  application,  ob¬ 
tain  the  signatures  of  one  or  two  members  who  will 
recommend  you  (this  is  optional  and  may  be  omitted), 
and  mail  it  with  your  remittance  to: 

American  Numismatic  Association 
P.O.  Box  2366 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901-2366 


Application  for  Membership 

American  Numismatic  Association 

Check  one:  Reg.  !  !r.  Assoc.  Life  Club 

Present  or  former  no.,  if  any  _ 

Mr.  Mrs.  Ms.  Club 


Name  (please  print  and  use  first  name) 


Street 


City  State  Zip  Code 


Birth  [hate  Occupation 

ANA  Bylaws  require  the  publication  of  each  application.  If 
you  DO  NOT  w  ish  your  STREET  address  published,  please 
check  this  box. 

I  herewith  make  application  for  membership  in  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  subject  to  the  Bylaws  of 
said  Association.  I  also  agree  to  abide  by  the  Code  of  Ethics 
adopted  by  the  Association. 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Date 


soetm  fos  us.  cc^-iMcuAt  vi  coins 
1st  tlm  Si. 

New  C »n#on,  Cf  068 AO 

Signature  or  Second  Proposer  (optional) 

(Parent  or  Guardian  must  sign  for  (unior  applicants) 

Account  No.  (All  Digits)  Master  Charge  Visa 
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Expiration  Date  of  Card 

DETACH  AND  MAIL 


Code  of  Ethics 
of  the 

American  Numismatic  Association 


Membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  Association  is 
a  privilege  extended  to  those  persons  and  organizations 
deemed  worthy  thereof  and  is  not  a  matter  of  right.  Such 
membership  can  be  maintained  only  until  the  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  determines  that  the  conduct  of  a  member  has  been  such 
that,  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Association,  his  membership 
should  be  terminated. 

For  the  guidance  of  its  members,  this  Code  of  Ethics  has 
been  duly  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Governors  under  the 
authority  vested  in  it  by  the  Federal  Charter  and  the  bylaws 
of  the  Association.  A  breach  thereof  by  any  member  reflects, 
directly  or  indirectly,  upon  all  other  members.  Such  a  breach 
shall  be  considered  conduct  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Association  and  cause  for  action  by  the  Board  of  Governors. 

As  a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association: 

I  agree  to  support  and  be  governed  by  the  Federal  Charter 
and  the  bylaws  of  the  Association,  and  such  rules,  policies 
and  regulations  as  may  be  in  force  from  time  to  time; 

I  agree  to  conduct  myself  so  as  to  bring  no  reproach  or  dis¬ 
credit  to  the  Association,  or  impair  the  prestige  of  member¬ 
ship  therein; 

1  agree  to  base  all  of  my  dealings  on  the  highest  plane  of 
justice,  fairness  and  morality; 

I  agree  to  neither  Jauy  nor  sell  numismatic  items  of  which 
the  ownership  is  questionable; 

I  agree  to  conform  to  the  accepted  standards  of  dignified 
advertising; 

I  agree  to  take  immediate  steps  to  correct  any  error  1  may 
make  in  any  transaction; 

I  agree  not  to  sell,  exhibit,  produce  nor  advertise  counter¬ 
feits,  copies,  restrikes  or  reproductions  of  any  numismatic 
items  if  their  nature  is  not  clearly  indicated  by  the  word 
"counterfeit,"  "copy,"  "restrike,"  or  "reproduction"  incused 
in  the  metal  or  printed  on  the  paper  thereof,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  items  generally  accepted  by  numismatists  and  not  in 
any  way  misrepresented  as  genuine,- 

!  agree  to  represent  a  numismatic  item  to  be  genuine  only 
when,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  it  is  authentic; 

I  agree  to  fulfill  all  contracts  made  by  me,  either  oral  or 
written,  to  make  prompt  payments  upon  delivery,  and  to  re¬ 
turn  immediately  any  item  that  is  not  satisfactory,- 

I  agree  to  give  aid  to  members  in  their  quest  for  numismatic 
knowledge. 


DUES 

Regular  (adult)— £7.5.  only .  $  21  * 

Regular  (adult) — all  other  countries .  23  * 

Club — any  country .  25  ' 


Junior  (1H7  years  old) .. . -  < ..... 

Associate7(child  or  spohse  of  R  -Or  tk4*fhe$iber  -  -  *•  •*  **» 

living  at  member's  address) . 

Life  (adult  individual) . . ....  ..  .  400 

Installment,  $50  with  application,  ’ 

$30  per  month  for  12  months 

Life  (club) . 1250 

Add  $5  application  fee,  first  year  only 
Includes  $10  bookkeeping  fee,  deducted  from  final  payment 
if  made  within  90  days  of  application.  Life  Membership  is 
not  effective  until  full  $400  fee  is  paid. 

Nonmember  annual  subscription— £7.5.  only . $  28 

Subscription — all  other  countries . $  33 


The  ANA  does  not  buy  or  sell  coins  Its  revenue  is  derived 
from  annual  dues  paid  by  members,  supplemented  by  gifts, 
bequests  and  contributions.  Any  net  income  from  various 
activities  is  used  on  behalf  of  the  members  and  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  numismatics. 

A  $5  application  fee  for  Regular  and  Club  membership  is 
payable  with  the  first  year's  dues.  This  fee  is  not  required 
for  Juniors  (under  18  years)  nor  for  Associate  or  Life 
Members.  Associates  wishing  to  transfer  to  Regular  mem¬ 
bership  must  apply  as  new  applicants  but  may  retain  their 
original  numbers.  Dues  for  the  second  year  of  membership 
are  prorated  to  compensate  for  any  months  missed  the  first 
year.  Only  persons  18  years  of  age  or  older  are  eligible  for 
Life  membership.  Junior  members  become  Regular  members 
automatically  at  age  18. 

The  applicant's  name  (but  not  necessarily  address)  is 
published  in  The  Numismatist  in  the  second  issue  following 
receipt  of  his  or  her  application.  If  no  objections  are  received 
within  30  days,  the  applicant  is  admitted  and  a  membership 
card  is  forwarded.  In  case  of  objections,  the  procedure 
specified  in  the  bylaws  is  followed. 


Foreign  applications  must  be  accompanied  by  U  S  funds 
drawn  on  a  U.S.  bank. 
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memberships 


The  ANA  does  not  buy  or  sell  coins.  Its  revenue  is  derived 
from  annual  dues  paid  by  members,  supplemented  by  gifts, 
bequests  and  contributions.  Any  net  income  from  various 
activities  is  used  on  behalf  of  the  members  and  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  numismatics. 

A  $5  application  fee  for  Regular  and  Club  membership  is-, 
payable  with  the  first  year's  dues.  This  fee  is  not  required 
for  Juniors  (under  18  years)  nor  for  Associate  or  Life 
Members.  Associates  wishing  to  transfer  to  Regular  mem¬ 
bership  must  apply  as  new  applicants  but  may  retain  thqin 
original  numbers.  Dues  for  the  second  year  of  membership, 
are  prorated  to  compensate  for  any  months  missed  the  first i 
year.  Only  persons  18  years  of  age  or  older  are  eligible  for* 
Life  membership.  Junior  members  become  Regular  members- 
automatically  at  age  18. 

The  applicant's  name  (but  not  necessarily  address)  isi 
published  in  The  Numismatist  in  the  second  issue  following  [ 
receipt  of  his  or  her  application.  If  no  objections  are  received.! 
within  30  days,  the  applicant  is  admitted  and  a  membership 
card  is  forwarded.  In  case  of  objections,  the  procedure 
specified  in  the  bylaws  is  followed. 
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